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WELCOME! 
PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE 

PLEASE SIGN-IN
PURPOSE OF THE PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE:
• Give an overview of the process for creating the new Niagara Official Plan

• Share key findings from the background initiatives that will inform the new Niagara Official Plan

• Discuss next steps and further opportunities to stay informed and provide input

GROWING REGION
How we manage growth and development, 
with a range and mix of housing forms, 
including affordable housing

CONNECTED REGION
 How we improve transportation and 
infrastructure connections

COMPETITIVE REGION
How we increase our competitiveness by 
supporting employment opportunities and 
protecting agricultural lands 

VIBRANT REGION
How we enhance the vibrancy of 
communities by supporting complete 
communities, strong urban design and 
conserving cultural heritage

SUSTAINABLE REGION
How we protect our natural environment and 
plan for climate change

GROWING 
REGION

CONNECTED 
REGION

SUSTAINABLE 
REGION

VIBRANT 
REGION

COMPETITIVE 
REGION
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WHAT IS AN  
OFFICIAL PLAN?
The Niagara Official Plan will be a long-range, policy planning 
document used to guide the physical, economic and social 
development of Niagara. It will contain objectives, policies and 
mapping that form the Region’s approach to managing growth 
and the economy, protecting the natural environment, resources 
and agricultural land, and providing infrastructure.

WHY ARE WE CREATING  
A NEW OFFICIAL PLAN? 
The first Regional Official Plan was approved in the mid 1970’s. 
At that time, our role and the content of the plan focused on 
protecting farmland and establishing urban boundaries. Over the 
years, amendments were made to reflect the Region’s increased 
planning functions under an evolving provincial planning system. 
In 2017, resources were allocated to develop the Niagara Official 
Plan. The new plan will be contemporary and user friendly, provide 
a consistent structure, and reflect the current comprehensive 
planning framework. 

PROVINCIAL PLANNING 
FRAMEWORK
The Planning Act provides for a land use planning system led by 
provincial policy. This means that the Niagara Official Plan must 
implement provincial policy, and local Official Plans must conform 
to the Niagara Official Plan (illustrated below).

DID YOU KNOW?
The new Niagara Official Plan must implement the 
following provincial policy documents:

• The Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 provides overall 
policy direction on matters of provincial interest related 
to land use planning and development in Ontario

• A Place to Grow, Growth Plan for the Greater Golden 
Horseshoe, 2019 manages growth and development 
within the fast-growing Greater Golden Horseshoe area 
of Ontario

• The Greenbelt Plan, 2017 identifies where 
urbanization should not occur in order to provide 
permanent protection to the agricultural land base and 
natural environment

• The Niagara Escarpment Plan, 2017 protects the 
geological feature of the Niagara Escarpment 
and lands in its vicinity while only allowing for 
compatible development

PROVINCIAL 
POLICY

NIAGARA 
OFFICIAL PLAN 

LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PLANS
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COMPONENTS OF THE OFFICIAL PLAN

GROWING
REGION

LAND NEEDS: Assess how much land is needed to accommodate projected population 
and employment growth to 2041 

HOUSING: Determine current and future housing needs, support an appropriate mix of housing 
options, and establish targets and tools for affordable housing and aging in place 

URBAN STRUCTURE: Identify and characterize strategic areas to direct growth that are best 
served by infrastructure, community services and transit, and respond to market demands 

VIBRANT
REGION

DISTRICT AND SECONDARY PLANS: Guide the preparation of proactive development 
strategies to achieve exceptional development that contributes to complete communities 

URBAN DESIGN: Design and shape the built environment to make unique, attractive, inviting 
places for people to enjoy

ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCES: Prepare a regional Archaeological Management Plan 
to support the conservation of archaeological resources throughout Niagara

CONNECTED
REGION

TRANSPORTATION: Address the transportation needs of current and future residents, in 
accordance with the Transportation Master Plan, How We Go (2017)

WATER AND WASTEWATER: Provide efficient municipal water and wastewater systems 
to service urban growth, in accordance with the Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Plan 
Update, How We Flow (2016)

COMPETITIVE 
REGION

EMPLOYMENT LANDS: Identify and protect a sufficient supply of strategically located, 
employment areas for clusters of business and economic activity

AGRICULTURE: Preserve farmland, minimize land use conflicts from non-farm uses, 
and support and enhance the agri-food network and sector

AGGREGATE RESOURCES: Protect aggregate resources, minimize negative impacts of 
extraction, and require progressive and final rehabilitation to accommodate future land uses

SUSTAINABLE 
REGION

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT: Identify and protect natural heritage and water resource systems 
to maintain ecological health, conserve biodiversity and address climate change

CLIMATE CHANGE: Reduce greenhouse gas emissions and strive for resilient urban and 
natural areas

KEY BACKGROUND INITIATIVES OVERVIEW
A range of plans, strategies, background studies and other initiatives will inform the new Niagara Official Plan. 
This includes master plans for water/wastewater and transportation, completed in 2016 and 2017 respectively. 
The other initiatives are ongoing as part of the new Niagara Official Plan process. An overview of the topics 
covered by the completed and ongoing initiatives is included in the table below.
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OFFICIAL PLAN PROCESS
The new Niagara Official Plan will be informed by background 
studies, and consultation with partners, stakeholders and the public 
in key project phases:

BACKGROUND 
STUDIES

DRAFT POLICIES
AND MAPPING

DRAFT REGIONAL 
OFFICIAL PLAN

2019 2020 2021 YEAR END 2021

COUNCIL 
ADOPTION

SUBMISSION 
TO PROVINCE 
FOR APPROVAL

CONSULTATIONS CONSULTATIONS CONSULTATIONS

CONSULTATIONS
Consultations include stakeholder sessions, public information 
centres (open houses), public meetings, and online input through 
the website. 

The new Niagara Official Plan will also be developed in 
consultation with the local area municipalities, Indigenous partners, 
and the Region’s Planning Advisory Committee.

COMPLETION 
AND APPROVAL
The target completion date for the Niagara Official Plan is 
December 2021. Once endorsed by Regional Council, the new 
plan will be forwarded to the Province for approval. 

OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW
The new Niagara Official Plan must be reviewed 10 years after 
it comes into effect, and every five years after that. However, the 
plan can be amended before the 10-year review if the community’s 
needs change.

DID YOU KNOW?
• The Region’s Planning Advisory Committee (PAC) 

was established in 2017-18. The PAC comprises 
eight members of the public that provide professional 
expertise on topic areas that are part of the new Niagara 
Official Plan.

• The Region held a special meeting of Council on July 5, 
2018. Members of the public made representations and 
written submissions on revisions that may be required to 
the Official Plan.

• Extensive public consultations took place in 2013-2014 
under a campaign titled ‘Imagine Niagara’. Through 
Imagine Niagara, participants ranked their priorities for 
planning and managing future growth in the region. The 
input informed amendments to the Regional Official Plan 
currently in effect. The consultation feedback remains 
important and continues to inform the new Niagara 
Official Plan.
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NEXT STEPS FOR THE NIAGARA OFFICIAL PLAN

DEVELOP AND 
EVALUATE OPTIONS, 
AS APPLICABLE

PREPARE DRAFT 
POLICIES AND 
MAPPING

CONSULT ON 
DRAFT POLICIES 
AND MAPPING

STAY INFORMED 
There will be more opportunities to learn about the project 
and provide your input throughout the process. 

• Visit our website niagararegion.ca/official-plan for 
information, updates, and reports as they are completed

• Sign up for email updates on the Niagara Official Plan 
at the welcome table or on our website. We will keep 
you informed of major project milestones and future 
consultation opportunities.

HAVE YOUR SAY
• Talk to Niagara Region staff working on the project

• Provide your input today at various stations

• Provide your feedback through the website  
or by emailing the Official Plan Team at  
makingourmark@niagararegion.ca 

 Lake Ontario in Port Dalhousie, St. Catharines



   

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

  

WHAT IS MOST IMPORTANT TO YOU? 
Place a sticker beside your top three priorities for the Niagara Offcial Plan. 

MANAGING GROWTH PROTECTING WHAT’S IS ANYTHING MISSING? 
Write your comments on a post-it note and place it here. STRATEGICALLY VALUABLE 

niagararegion.ca/offcial-plan 
For more information: makingourmark@niagararegion.ca 

More Housing Options 
(e.g. affordable housing) 

Transportation Improvements 
(e.g. transit, cycling) 

Infrastructure For Growth 
(e.g. sewage, water, stormwater) 

Supporting Jobs and 
Economic Prosperity 
(e.g. tourism) 

Community planning and 
urban design 

Protecting Farmland and 
Supporting the Agricultural Industry 

Access to Open Space, 
Waterfronts, and Natural Areas 

Protecting the Natural Environment 
(e.g. woodlands, wetlands) 

Sustainable Development and 
Planning for Climate Change 

Conserving Cultural Heritage 
and Archaeological Resources 
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GROWING  
REGION
LAND NEEDS

Land needs refers to the amount of land required within a municipality or region 
to accommodate forecasted population and employment growth to 2041. 

The Province of Ontario released a Land Needs Assessment Methodology 
for the Greater Golden Horseshoe in May 2018. The methodology seeks to 
standardize the approach municipalities use in calculating land needs. 

PROJECT PHASES

Establish draft Land 
Needs Assessment1

Present assessment 
and assumptions to 
the Province of Ontario

2

Finalize Land Needs 
Assessment3

Present Land Needs 
Assessment to 
Regional Council 
for Endorsement

4

Assess requests for 
land use conversion 
and urban boundary 
expansion against need

5

2019

2021

GROWTH PLAN FORECASTS

LAND NEEDS ASSESSMENT

EMPLOYMENT 
STRATEGY

HOUSING
STRATEGY

URBAN 
STRUCTURE / 

INTENSIFICATION 
STRATEGY

COMMUNITY AREA 
LAND NEEDS

EMPLOYMENT AREA 
LAND NEEDS

The Keg, Glendale Ave., St. Catharines  
Image Google Earth © 2019

Port Robinson Rd., Pelham Montrose Rd., Niagara Falls
Image Google Earth © 2019

St. Paul St., St. Catharines
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GROWING  
REGION
URBAN STRUCTURE

DIRECTING WHERE GROWTH SHOULD GO
The Urban Structure sets out where Niagara’s future growth should go, to help maximize the Region’s current and 
future investments in public transit, infrastructure, and community services. More dense forms of development are 
directed to Strategic Growth Areas (SGA). These are centres of residential, business, cultural and entertainment 
activities. Strategic Growth Areas include several types:

Downtown St. Catharines Urban Growth Centre 
As identified by the Provincial Growth Plan, this SGA will 
accommodate significant population and employment growth 
with the highest density targets and the broadest range of uses.

Downtown St. Catharines

Regional Urban Centres
Such as Downtown Welland and Niagara Falls will also 
accommodate significant population and employment growth 
serviced by public transit.

Downtown Niagara Falls

GO Transit Station Areas (Major Transit Station Areas)
Major Transit Station Areas are the lands surrounding existing 
or proposed GO stations, and are planned in collaboration with 
the local municipalities of Grimsby, Lincoln, St. Catharines and 
Niagara Falls.

St. Catharines Major Transit Station Area Rendering Dillon Consulting / Brook McIlroy

District Plan Areas (Other Strategic Growth Areas)
District Plans, such as the Glendale and Brock District Plans, set 
proactive strategies for more complex areas or those that span 
multiple jurisdictions.

Study Area Map - Glendale Niagara District Plan - Feb 1 2018

Local Centres and Local Corridors
Implemented primarily by local municipalities, local centres and 
corridors vary in size, nature and characteristics and may include 
traditional downtown areas, main streets or other mixed use areas.

Thorold St. Road at Portage Rd. – Niagara Falls
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GROWING REGION
URBAN STRUCTURE
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GROWING  
REGION
HOUSING STRATEGY

NIAGARA REGION 
HOUSING STATEMENT
“Housing is the cornerstone of any community, 
providing shelter for households, establishing 
a foundation for realizing peoples’ potential 
and enabling their participation in society and 
the economy.”
A Home for All: Niagara’s Housing and Homelessness Action 
Plan, 2014

DEVELOPING A REGIONAL 
HOUSING STRATEGY 
We are developing a Regional Housing Strategy to support a mix 
of housing types and densities that meet the needs of Niagara’s 
current and future residents. 

The requirements of this strategy are set out in the Provincial 
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, which directs the 
Region’s new Official Plan to: 

Establish Affordable Housing Targets for ownership housing 
and rental housing. 

Achieve Minimum Density and Intensification Targets to 
support housing choice in the Niagara Region. 

Explore the Use of Land Use Planning and Financial 
Incentive Tools to support affordable housing and aging in 
place opportunities.

Align with the Niagara Region’s A Home for All: Housing 
and Homelessness Action Plan. 

HOUSING STOCK
Niagara’s housing stock should meet demographic and household 
size needs for current and future residents. For Niagara, this 
includes a population that is aging at a rate higher than the 
Provincial average. 

Although medium- and high-density dwelling types make-up 
only 24% of the Region’s housing stock, 71% of renters live in 
these households.

CURRENT HOUSING SUPPLY

68%
SINGLE-DETACHED

5%
SeMI-DETACHED

3%
DUPLEX APARTMENT

7%
ROW HOUSES

11%
APARTMENT 5 storeys or less

5%
APARTMENT OVER 5 storeyS

CANCEA, Statistics Canada, 2016 

CANCEA, Statistics Canada, 2016 

NIAGARA’S PROJECTED DEMOGRAPHIC OVER TIME
100%

80%

60%

40%

20%

0%

Under 20 20-34 35-54 55-74 75 and older

1996 2001 2006 2011 2016 2021 2026 2031 2036 2041

13% 20%
13%

24%

23%

15%

18%

28%

20%

26%

CANCEA, Statistics Canada, 2016 

NIAGARA’S RENTERS VS. OWNERS
Single-

detached

Semi-
detached

Duplex 
Apartments

Row 
Houses

Apartments
5 Storeys Or Under

Apartments
Over 5 storeys

Others

Owner Renter
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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GROWING  
REGION
HOUSING STRATEGY

NIAGARA REGION 
HOUSING STATEMENT
Compared to other municipalities in Southern Ontario, the Niagara 
Region has had the largest proportionate increase in housing 
prices within the last couple years.

The asking rent on average for a one-bedroom and two-bedroom 
apartments in the Region has increased by 25% and 19%, 
respectively, since 2016. 

Average Cost for a 
1-Bedroom Apartment

Average Cost for a 
2-Bedroom Apartment

2016 $922 $1,144

2017 $944 $1,207

2018 $1,085 $1,343

2019 $1,150 $1,367

CHANGE IN HOUSING PRICES FOR MUNICIPALITIES IN SOUTHERN ONTARIO

CANCEA, Statistics Canada, 2016 

Table 18-10-0205-01 and 10-10-0122-01, Ontario Fair Housing Plan, Office of the Superintendent of Financial Institutions 
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GROWING  
REGION
HOUSING STRATEGY

CORE HOUSING
Core housing need is defined as households that fall below at least 
one of the following housing standards:

Adequate Housing: dwellings not requiring any major repairs

Affordable Housing: dwellings whose shelter costs (mortgage, 
rent, property taxes, utilities, etc.) are less than 30% of before-tax 
household income

Suitable Housing: dwellings which have enough bedrooms for 
the size and makeup of resident households according to National 
Occupancy Standard requirements

“Core Housing Need currently affects 13% 
of households in the Region.”

Income  
Level

* Maximum affordable 
housing cost 

 (Monthly)

Number of 
households  in 

core need

Less than $19,399 $484 8,557

$19,400 - 29,499 $737 7,545

$29,500 - 39,799 $995 6,295

$39,800 - 52,699 $1,317 1,429

$52,700 - 68,399 $1,710 4

$68,400 - 84,399 $2,107 0

* Maximum affordable housing cost is 30% of total gross income. 

HOUSEHOLD INCOME FOR HOUSING AFFORDABILITY

CANCEA, Statistics Canada, 2016 

TYPES OF HOUSEHOLDS THAT ARE MOST CHALLENGED WITH AFFORDABILITY

3,254
LONE PARENT 

households in core need
Suitable Housing:
2 or more bedrooms

20,002
SINGLE OR ROOMMATE

households in core need
Suitable Housing:
Bachelor or 1 bedroom

286
COUPLE

households in core need
Suitable Housing:
1 bedroom

271
COUPLES WITH CHILDREN 

households in core need
Suitable Housing:
2 or more bedrooms

CANCEA, Statistics Canada, 2016 



GROWING REGION: How we manage growth and development, with a range and mix of 
housing options, including affordable housing and aging-in-place.

Write your comments on a post-it note, and place it on this board. Place a sticker beside any comments you support.  

What are our biggest challenges? What are our biggest opportunities? 
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COMPETITIVE  
REGION
EMPLOYMENT LANDS STRATEGY

Identification of Employment Lands1

Identification of Employment Areas2

Comparison of Common Criteria for 
Provincially Significant Employment Areas 
in the Greater Golden Horseshoe and 
Niagara Region

3

PROJECT COMPONENTS

Evaluation of Employment Areas in Niagara4

Establish Policy Framework for 
Inclusion in Regional Official Plan5

Recommend Next Steps and Further 
Study, if necessary6

WHAT ARE 
EMPLOYMENT AREAS?
Employment Areas are defined in the Provincial Policy Statement 
and Growth Plan as clusters of business and economic activities 
including, but not limited to, manufacturing, warehousing, offices, 
and associated retail and ancillary facilities. 

The Region is required to protect a sufficient supply of Employment 
Areas to achieve forecasted employment growth to 2041. 

Corporate Park Dr., St. Catharines Image Google Earth © 2019 Montrose Road, Niagara Falls Image Google Earth © 2019
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COMPETITIVE  
REGION
EMPLOYMENT LANDS STRATEGY

COMMON CRITERIA 
FOR PROVINCIALLY SIGNIFICANT EMPLOYMENT  
AREAS IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

• Close proximity to major infrastructure 

• Access to Inter-Regional economic markets 

• Large land areas with flexibility for land development 

• Significant scale and cluster of employment activity 

• Recognition and protection within land use planning 

• Locational and financial competitiveness 

ASSESSMENT OF NIAGARA’S 
EMPLOYMENT AREA
Only a few of the Region’s identified Employment Areas could meet 
the common criteria for the Provincially Significant Employment 
Areas above. The remaining areas, which may be smaller in size 
and output, still support vital employment uses, provide close 
proximity to major transportation infrastructure, and are important 
to support and maintain. Some of these areas will be identified for 
protection in the new Niagara Official Plan. 

POLICY  
RECOMMENDATIONS
The Region is looking to incorporate Employment Areas in the 
new Niagara Official Plan, to recognize them as either Provincially- 
or Regionally- Significant. 

FUTURE STRATEGIC 
EMPLOYMENT AREAS 
Draft recommendations suggest a need for the identification 
of Future strategic Employment Areas in the Region. Future 
Strategic Employment Areas should be identified and protected in 
the new Niagara Official Plan. 

Employment Areas provide input in to the 
Region’s Land Needs Assessment1

Additional or Excess Areas will be identified 
for the new Niagara Official Plan2

Phase 2 of the Employment Strategy will 
further consider policies and locations of 
Future Strategic Employment Areas

3

NEXT STEPS

INNIO manufacturing facility, Welland Image Google Earth © 2019
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COMPETITIVE REGION
EMPLOYMENT LANDS STRATEGY

EMPLOYMENT 
AREA STATISTICS
• Niagara Region has identified 31 Draft Employment 

Areas, representing 3,587 hectares

• Of these 3,587 hectares, 83% are developable when 
accounting for natural heritage areas

• Of the developable land, 68% has been marginally 
developed and 32% (958 hectares) are vacant

• The Region has an average Employment Area density 
of 21 jobs per hectare

• 2016 Employment Area Job Total: 38,304

• 2041 Projected Employment Area Job Total: 60,282
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COMPETITIVE  
REGION
AGGREGATE RESOURCES 

AGGREGATE PROJECT 
HISTORY
• The Aggregates Resources Policy Project was first initiated in 

2014. At that time the project was known as Regional Official 
Plan Amendment 8

• The Background Report to inform the project was finalized 
in 2016 and titled: “State of Aggregate Resources in Niagara 
Region: Background Report”

• Since the time the Background Report was finalized there have 
been changes by the Province to the Growth Plan, Greenbelt 
Plan, and Niagara Escarpment Plan; Aggregate Resources Act; 
as well as the introduction of Bill 139

• A Technical Addendum – to summarize these legislative changes 
– was required before the new Official Plan policies could 
be drafted

• The Province has once again advised that aggregate policies at 
the Provincial-level are being reviewed. The aggregate work as 
part of the new Niagara Official Plan is awaiting updated direction 
from the Province.

AGGREGATES, PITS 
AND QUARRIES
• Aggregates are sand, gravel, clay, earth, bedrock, and other 

material as prescribed under the Aggregate Resource Act. The 
terminology used in planning documents is ‘mineral aggregate 
resource’. Aggregates are used for a range of construction, 
industrial, manufacturing, and maintenance purposes.

• A ‘pit’ is a facility were loose material, such as sand and gravel, 
is extracted. Solid bedrock, such as limestone and granite, is 
extracted from a ‘quarry’

• Pits and quarries both fall under the classification of a ‘mineral 
aggregate operation’ which additionally includes facilities for the 
transport, processing, and recycling of aggregate resources

• The appropriate municipal zoning and official plan designations 
for a mineral aggregate operation must be in place before a 
license can be issued under the Aggregate Resource Act by 
the Province

Piles of crushed limestone that will predominantly be used for local road construction projects 
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COMPETITIVE  
REGION
AGGREGATE RESOURCES 

SAND AND GRAVEL

BEDROCK
State of Aggregate Resources in Niagara Region (Dillon, 2016)

State of Aggregate Resources in Niagara Region (Dillon, 2016)



niagararegion.ca/official-plan
For more information: makingourmark@niagararegion.ca

COMPETITIVE  
REGION
AGGREGATE RESOURCES 

PROVINCIAL DIRECTION 
Much of the direction for aggregate resource planning comes from 
the Province. Provincial direction starts with the Provincial Policy 
Statement (PPS) – with more specific policies being provided in 
the Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan, and Niagara Escarpment Plan. 
Key provincial direction through the PPS that will be reflected in the 
policies of the new Niagara Official Plan include:

• Aggregates shall be made available as close to markets 
as possible

• There is not a requirement to demonstrate ‘need’ when 
considering a mineral aggregate operation

• Extraction must minimize social, economic, and 
environmental impacts

• Need to protect existing operations from incompatible land uses

• Need to protect known deposits of mineral aggregates for 
long-term use

• Importance of rehabilitation planning, including progressive and 
comprehensive rehabilitation

• Need to conserve aggregates through recycling and the wise 
use of the resource

NIAGARA-SPECIFIC 
CONSIDERATIONS 
There are a number of Niagara-specific policies in the Provincial 
Plans as well as other locally-important issues that will need to be 
considered by the policies new Niagara Official Plan. 

• No new mineral aggregate operations are to be permitted 
between Lake Ontario and the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area

• Specific Provincial direction regarding the Fonthill Kame 
(Greenbelt Plan – 4.3.2.9 b))

• Strict rehabilitation requirements in the specialty crop area above 
the escarpment 

• North-South crossing of the peninsula which is highly constrained 
by the escarpment

• Sensitivity of water resources and other natural features

AGGREGATE RESOURCES ACT 
The Aggregate Resources Act is the Provincial legislation which 
was enacted to manage aggregate resources, control and regulate 
aggregate operations, identify requirements for rehabilitation of 
land from which aggregates have been extracted and to minimize 
adverse impacts on the environment relating to aggregate 
operations. The Aggregate Resources Act and regulations apply 
to most of Ontario’s pits and quarries on Crown and private 
land. Niagara is within the area governed by the Aggregate 
Resources Act.

Finalize draft Official Plan policies 1

Draft policies will be presented to the 
Technical Advisory Group (TAG), Planning 
Advisory Committee (PAC), industry 
stakeholders, Provincial ministries, 
and public

2

Final aggregate policies will be endorsed 
by Committee and Council and then 
incorporated into the new Niagara 
Official Plan

3

NEXT STEPS POLICY 
DEVELOPMENT

Image Google Earth © 2019Active Aggregate Extraction Site – Port Colborne Children’s Science and Nature Area - Glenridge Quarry Naturalization Site, Thorold
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COMPETITIVE 
REGION
AGRICULTURE

AGRICULTURE IN NIAGARA
• Niagara Region is home to 1827 farms and over 88,000 hectares

of farmland

• The diverse range of crops grown in Niagara generate $838
million in gross farm receipts and $3.1 billion is gross output
impact, while employing 19,892 people

• Official Plan policies must balance the protection of the
agricultural land base while creating opportunities that support
and enable farmers to adapt to new and changing markets

PLANNING 
CONSIDERATIONS
Objective: 
Inform the identification and protection of our agricultural land 
base, and support the agricultural industry as the primary driver of 
Niagara’s economy.

Current status: 

• Agriculture options report currently underway (expected Q2 2020)

• Agricultural mapping refinements underway (completed Q4 2019)

Farm Type 2011 2016 Change % Change

Total number of farms 2,014 1,827 -187 -9.3%

Fruit and tree nut farming 637 547 -90 -14.1%

Oilseed and grain graining 316 326 10 3.2%

Greenhouse, nursery and floriculture production 283 254 -29 -10.2%

Other animal production 231 178 -53 -22.9%

Poultry and egg production 164 175 11 6.7%

Other crop farming  
(tobacco, hay, combination, maple) 159 142 -17 -10.7%

Cattle ranching and farming 104 91 -13 -12.5%

Vegetable and melon farming 64 73 9 14.1%

Sheep and goat farming 38 24 -14 -36.8%

Hog and pig farming 18 17 -1 -5.6%

HIGHLIGHTS
• Ensure balance between Agriculture and Natural Heritage policies

• Update Regional Value Added Policies to be consistent
with the Province’s Guidelines on Permitted Uses

• Implement the Provincial Agricultural System introduced
in the 2017 Growth Plan and Greenbelt Plan

• Better define parameters for agricultural and rural lot creation

Province’s Guidelines on Permitted Uses
Ministry of Agriculture, Ontario
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COMPETITIVE REGION
AGRICULTURE

OMAFRA identified Candidate Areas 
for inclusion in the agricultural land 
base. Municipalities must assess 
whether to include candidate areas as 
prime agricultural areas or rural lands 
in the agricultural land base



COMPETITIVE REGION: How we increase our competitiveness by supporting employment 
opportunities, and protecting agricultural lands and resources. 

Write your comments on a post-it note, and place it on this board. Place a sticker beside any comments you support.  

What are our biggest challenges? What are our biggest opportunities? 
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CONNECTED 
REGION
WATER/WASTEWATER

WATER AND WASTEWATER 
MASTER SERVICING PLAN 
• Niagara Region completed a Water and Wastewater Master

Servicing Plan Update (How We Flow) in 2016 to provide safe,
sustainable and optimized water and wastewater services to
existing residents and business and support future growth to the
year 2041

• The Master Servicing Plan provides the business case for the
need, timing and cost of servicing and infrastructure. It includes
a detailed regional water and wastewater capital program vetted
through the Class Environmental Assessment process for Master
Plans and extensive consultations.

• The Master Servicing Plan will inform the servicing policies in the
new Niagara Official Plan

DID YOU KNOW?
• Niagara Region currently services the urban area of the

municipalities of Grimsby, West Lincoln, St. Catharines,
Thorold, Welland, Pelham, Port Colborne, Niagara-on-
the-Lake, Niagara Falls, and Fort Erie

• Water and wastewater servicing is operated under a
two-tier system:

• Niagara Region is responsible for water treatment,
transmission mains, storage facilities and major booster
pumping stations; as well as wastewater treatment,
trunk sewers and sewage pumping stations

• The area municipalities are responsible for local water
distribution networks and local sewer collection systems

PRIORITY POLICY AREAS
• Health and safety

• System reliability and security

• Reserve capacity for operational flexibility and level of service

• Impacts of climate change

• Considerations to energy use and efficiency

• Recognition of impacts from water efficiency and conservation

• Addressing issues related to the full lifecycle of water and
wastewater services

PROVIDING FOR TODAY,
VISION FOR TOMORROW
“To establish a cost-effective infrastructure program 
that meets the service needs of existing users; 
meets regulatory and legislative requirements; 
supports growth; and addresses the priority areas of 
climate change, energy management, infrastructure 
optimization, system security and resiliency.”

Niagara Falls Wastewater Treatment Plant  Decew Water Treatment Plant, st. Catharines
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FEBRUARY 2017
Initiation Report prepared for Planning 
and Economic Development Committee

1

JULY 2017
Transportation Master Plan approved2

SEPTEMBER 2017
Draft Official Plan Amendment policies and 
schedules are circulated for comment

3

TIMELINE

NOVEMBER 2017
A public Open House and public 
information meeting is held to receive 
input on the Amendment

4

JANUARY 2018
Comment period ends. Comments are 
received from seven municipalities and 
three public agencies.

5

JUNE 2018
Statutory Public Meeting is held, members 
of the public provide comments

6

JUNE 2019
Recommendation report, including final 
draft policies and mapping, is prepared for 
Council Adoption

7

REGIONAL OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT 
(ROPA)13

Niagara Regional Transit bus

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE 
OF ROPA 13? 
To implement the recommendations and guidelines of the 
Region’s Transportation Master Plan.

WHAT IS THE NIAGARA 
REGION TRANSPORTATION 
MASTER PLAN?
The Transportation Master Plan outlines how the system should 
be designed and the capital investments needed to ensure its 
successful operation.

MOVING FORWARD
The content of ROPA 13 will be reflected in the new 
Niagara Official Plan. 
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REGIONAL OFFICIAL PLAN AMENDMENT 13

COMPONENTS OF THE AMENDMENT 

Repeal and replace the 
transportation policies 
and definitions of the 
Regional Official Plan

Add two new schedules 
to the Regional Official 
Plan which outline the 
Region’s transportation 
infrastructure and 
cycling network

Add sight-triangle 
specification standards 
to Table 9-1 of the 
Regional Official Plan

POLICY THEMES
• Co-ordinated Transportation Planning

• Public Transit

• Active Transportation

• Complete Streets

• Regional Road System

• Transportation Demand Management

• Goods Movement

GO train going by a grape vine field

Bike Lanes
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CONNECTED REGION: How we improve transportation and infrastructure connections. 

Write your comments on a post-it note, and place it on this board. Place a sticker beside any comments you support.  

What are our biggest challenges? What are our biggest opportunities? 
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WHAT IS URBAN DESIGN?
Urban design gives shape to our built environment and creates 
exceptional places with lasting value. A strong focus on urban 
design makes thriving places which are attractive, functional and 
livable for people and visitors. 

Urban design is a planning tool that:

• Demonstrates how places could be designed and how they
could evolve over time

• Tests design concepts to visualize the “look and feel” of
planning policies

• Assists Planners, Engineers, Architects and Landscape
Architects to design places and communities

WHY DOES URBAN 
DESIGN MATTER?
Places with high quality urban design contribute to civic pride and 
economic prosperity by creating communities with lasting value.

WHERE DOES URBAN 
DESIGN HAPPEN?
Urban design is applied to the design of the built environment, 
typically within urban and suburban places. Urban design focuses 
on the relationships between buildings, streets and spaces within 
these environments.

HOW DO YOU EXPERIENCE 
URBAN DESIGN?
From the moment you step out of your home, work place or school 
the quality and design of the built environment has an impact on 
you. Urban design ensures that your experiences will be positive 
and rewarding. 

People are drawn to places that: 

• Are safe, comfortable and welcoming

• Are visually appealing and can be enjoyed alone or with
other people.

Niagara College, Niagara-on-the-Lake

Southbrook Winery, Niagara-on-the-Lake

King Street Planter, Beamsville

St. Catharines Kiwanis Aquatics Centre
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THE REGION’S ROLE IN 
PROMOTING URBAN 
DESIGN
The Niagara Region performs an urban design function in many 
aspects of land use planning and capital works projects. This 
includes collaborating on urban design elements of projects with 
the local municipalities. Below are some of the roles that the 
Niagara Region has in promoting urban design:

DESIGN EXCELLENCE
Support design excellence in development planning by 
encouraging best practices in urban design.

DESIGN ASSISTANCE
Provide design support on projects including streetscapes, 
buildings, parks and open spaces.

URBAN DESIGN GUIDELINES
Provide Regional Urban Design Guidelines for implementation by 
the Niagara Region and local area municipalities.

CELEBRATION OF DESIGN
Deliver a Biennial Design Awards program on behalf of the local 
area municipalities that celebrates award winning projects in 
the categories such as architecture, landscape architecture and 
urban design.

FINANCIAL INCENTIVES
Provide grants to local municipalities for streetscape and public 
realm enhancements along regional roads through the Public 
Realm Investment Program.

PERMISSION?

Welland Civic Square

Pudhommes Central Park Concept 

Demonstration plan of a mixed-use development
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THE ROLE OF URBAN DESIGN 
IN THE OFFICIAL PLAN
As our region grows, we’re focused on creating an urban 
design policy framework upon which design guidelines will be 
developed to achieve exceptional communities and contribute 
to the well-being of our residents. Guidelines are used to 
demonstrate and introduce a high quality of urban design in the 
built environment. Urban design policies within the new Niagara 
Official Plan will focus on the following areas:

URBAN STRUCTURE
The Urban Structure consists of Strategic Growth Areas, which 
are places where intensification can optimize infrastructure, public 
transit, community facilities, commercial services etc. 

These areas consist of downtowns, GO transit station areas, and 
university and college campuses. A focus on urban design ensures 
that these places are appropriately designed, functional and 
attractive.

GOOD PRACTICES IN 
URBAN DESIGN
By focusing on Strategic Growth Areas in the new Niagara Official 
Plan, good practices in urban design will guide intensification and 
sustainability.

INTENSIFICATION
Certain areas, such as urban growth centres will undergo 
intensification over time. Urban design helps us to visualize 
how places could intensify, while respecting the character of the 
surrounding community.

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
Urban design includes incorporating sustainable practices in the 
design of the built environment. Sustainable design incorporates 
buildings, landscapes and green infrastructure.

Voices of Freedom Park, Niagara-on-the-Lake 

Gillian’s Place, St. Catharines 

Brock University, St. Catharines 

Traffic Circle, Niagara-on-the-Lake 
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WHAT ARE 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
RESOURCES?
Archaeological resources include artifacts, archaeological sites, 
and marine archaeological sites, as defined under the Ontario 
Heritage Act. The identification and evaluation of such resources 
are based upon archaeological fieldwork undertaken in accordance 
with the Ontario Heritage Act. 

WHY AND HOW 
SHOULD WE PROTECT 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
HERITAGE?
Archaeological resources are the physical remains of Niagara 
Region’s 13,000-year settlement history. They represent a fragile 
and non-renewable cultural heritage resource that must be 
conserved and protected in accordance with Provincial policy and 
statutes. Since land development authorized under the Ontario 
Planning Act can be a major threat to archaeological resources, 
including archaeological assessment and mitigation in the planning 
approvals process is an effective and efficient way to implement 
archaeological conservation.

WHAT IS AN 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
MANAGEMENT PLAN (AMP)?
An AMP is a screening tool to help municipal planners make 
decisions about when to request an archaeological assessment 
by a licensed archaeologist in support of a land development 
application under the Planning Act. 

An AMP provides mapping that identifies areas within the 
municipality that have known archaeological sites or areas with 
archaeological resource potential.

An Indigenous engagement and consultation protocol is often 
developed as an integral part of an AMP.

WHY IS NIAGARA REGION 
DEVELOPING AN AMP?
To ensure that archaeological heritage is properly managed in the 
context of land-use planning and conforms with the conservation 
objectives of the Province.

As a component of the new Niagara Official Plan, an AMP will help 
synchronize and ensure consistency in planning for archaeological 
heritage between Niagara Region and the local area municipalities.

Peace Bridge site, Fort Erie: 4,000+ years of Indigenous settlement 
Archaeological Services Inc.

Snake Hill site, Fort Erie: American military cemetery from the War of 1812 Archaeological Services Inc.
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Create Indigenous Site Potential Model
This includes site distribution, environmental 
analysis, community-identified sites or 
areas, and traditional ecological knowledge

1

Create Colonial Site Potential Model
This includes, mapped features from 
historical maps, colonial sites, thematic 
history, and community-identified sites

2

Combine models and review against 
site distributions and community input 3

Review archaeological assessment 
reports, ortho-imagery, parcel fabric for 
disturbance/areas cleared of potential

4

HOW IS AN 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
MANAGEMENT PLAN 
DEVELOPED?

Modeling archaeological potential with geographical information system (GIS) technology Archaeological Services Inc.

 Zone of archaeological potential developed for Fort Erie Archaeological Management Plan Archaeological Services Inc.
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APRIL 2019
Project Commencement

OCTOBER 2019
Background Paper available online

NOVEMBER 2019
Public Information Centres

JANUARY 2020
Consultation Report

JUNE 2020
Draft Archaeological Management Plan (AMP)

AUGUST 2020
Final Archaeological Management Plan (AMP)

SEPTEMBER 2020
Council Adoption

HOW CAN YOU 
GET INVOLVED?
• The Archaeological Management Plan (AMP) project will consider 

the interests and input from Indigenous rights-holding communities, 
the public, and other stakeholders (e.g. the development industry, 
historical groups)

• If you have information about archaeological sites or traditional or 
historical land-use, please share it with the study team

• If you have questions or concerns about how archaeological 
heritage is managed, we would be happy to address those for you

TIMELINE

Distribution of known (registered) archaeological sites in Niagara Region
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DISTRICT PLANS
A District Plan is a proactive development strategy intended to 
support the Region’s focus on growth and economic prosperity. It 
sets a high-level framework for the land-use planning, design and 
development of complete communities in areas that currently are, 
or have the potential to become, iconic in nature. District Plans will 
be developed in collaboration with a variety of stakeholders and 
will benefit the people who will work in, live in, and visit the district. 

The priority sequencing for the preparation of District Plans will be 
informed by the urban structure and determined by Niagara Region 
in consultation with affected local municipalities.

Brock District Plan

Downtown Niagara Falls GO Transit Station Secondary Plan and the Grimsby GO Transit Station Secondary Plan are 
examples of areas that requires policy direction to support significant investment.

Prudhommes Secondary Plan and Port Dalhousie Secondary Plan are examples of built up areas where guidance is 
required to address development/redevelopment pressure or where a specific set of land use considerations are present.

SECONDARY PLANS 
Secondary Plans provide detailed policy and land use direction 
for specific areas of the municipality. These plans are also 
supported by a number of detailed technical studies. Secondary 
Plans are approved into the local municipal Official Plan and may 
be monitored to ensure they are achieving the intent of the plan. 
These plans can be updated and updates could be based on 
meeting measurable indicators. 

Secondary Plans can be prepared for a number of reasons: 

• Areas which require policy direction to support significant 
investment (i.e. higher order transit)

• Built Up Areas where guidance is required to address 
development/redevelopment pressure or where a specific set of 
land use considerations are present

• Vacant greenfield areas which present a blank slate for the 
creation of a complete, sustainable new community

Northwest Quadrant Secondary Plan, Smithville and Grand Niagara Secondary Plan are examples of vacant greenfield areas 
which present a blank slate for the creation of a complete, sustainable new community. 

Northwest Quadrant 
Secondary Plan, Smithville

Glendale Niagara District Plan

Port Dalhousie 
Secondary Plan
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BROCK DISTRICT PLAN 
Vision:
To leverage the unique economic driver of Brock University and 
to transition the area from a lower density employment area 
to a higher density mixed use centre that is comprehensively 
and sustainably planned for social and economic success, and 
environmental sustainability. 

Brock District has all the raw ingredients for an 
innovation centre:
• University/Institutional Uses

• Municipal Office/Civic Uses

• Housing (3,500 students)

• Retail (limited and small scale)

• Hotel

• Employment  
(5,000 people working)

• Healthcare

• Athletic/Recreation Facilities

• Cultural Facilities

• Regional Transit Hub

• On a 400 Series Highway

Key Directions:

1.  Positioning the Brock District globally within a UNESCO 
Biosphere Reserve

2. Setting the Brock District in the Niagara Escarpment

3. Gateways to the Brock District

4. Sustainable Urban Brock District

5. Balanced Circulation in the Brock District

6. A Green Brock District

7. The Brock District is a Complete Community

GLENDALE NIAGARA 
DISTRICT PLAN 
The Glendale Niagara District Plan is currently being drafted. 
Glendale is proximate to major good movement corridors 
and facilities like the QEW and Niagara District Airport. The 
area has potential to accommodate significant growth through 
redevelopment of existing sites and underutilized greenfield areas. 

Brock District Plan

International Plaza, Niagara Region Headquarters, Thorold. Located in Brock District Plan Area

Glendale Niagara District Plan



 VIBRANT REGION: How we enhance the vibrancy of communities by supporting strong urban 
design and conserving heritage and archaeological resources. 

Write your comments on a post-it note, and place it on this board. Place a sticker beside any comments you support.  

What are our biggest challenges? What are our biggest opportunities? 
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NIAGARA’S NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT
The natural environment is a broad term that includes:

• Natural heritage (e.g., woodlands, wetlands, and fish 
habitat, etc.)

• Water resources (e.g., surface water, groundwater, 
seepages, etc.)

• Natural hazards (e.g., floodplains, dynamic beaches, etc.)

• Recognizes the contributing land uses (e.g., agricultural land) 
and surrounding landscapes that support a healthy environment

• Natural environment planning is intended to provide guidance 
for the protection of features, areas and natural systems while 
informing the identification of areas for growth and development

• A healthy and resilient natural environment supports a range of 
industries, supports public health, recreation, and improves the 
overall well-being of residents

• Natural environment planning needs to consider our current 
natural features, functions and systems while planning for climate 
change and other threats to the health and ecological integrity of 
our natural environment

NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 
WORK PROGRAM 
The purpose of the Natural Environment Work Program is to:

• Ensure the Natural Heritage System(s) and related policy 
development and policy are informed by science and best 
available information

• To identify and evaluate options, and select a preferred option

• To develop Official Plan polices and mapping

• To undertake public and stakeholder consultation

• To recommend tools that will be required to support the 
implementation of policy 

IN-SCOPE
Natural Heritage Features
• Woodlands, wetlands, habitat of endangered and 

threatened species, fish habitat, etc.
Hydrologic Features
• Streams, seepage areas, wetlands, etc.

• Region’s watercourse identification and mapping project 
Water Resource Systems
• Groundwater systems

• Surface water systems
Natural Hazards
• Flooding hazards, erosion hazards, and dynamic beach 

hazards, etc.

• Wildland fires as per Section 3.1.8 of the Provincial Policy 
Statement (PSS)

Provincial Natural Heritage Systems
• Greenbelt Natural Heritage System and Urban River Valley 

designation

• Growth Plan Natural Heritage System

• Niagara Escarpment Plan as it relates to the municipal 
planning process

• Watershed Planning and Stormwater Management

Bruce Trail in Grimsby at Beamer Memorial Conservation
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WHAT IS A NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM?
A Natural Heritage System is a network of interconnected natural features and areas such as wetlands, 
woodlands, valleylands, watercourses, seepage areas and springs, and associated functions, such as wildlife 
habitat. Natural Heritage Systems are identified to help conserve biological diversity, maintain ecological functions 
and sustain ecosystem services that we all depend on.

Ecosystem Functions
Forests provide important ecosystem 
functions such as air purification, carbon 
storage, water cycling, and opportunities 
for nature appreciation.

Biodiversity
Niagara is one of the most biodiverse 
regions in Ontario, supporting over 300 
bird species, 53 mammals, 36 reptiles 
and amphibians, 90 types of fish and over 
1500 plants.

Ecosystem Services
Bees, butterflies and other pollinators are 
crucial for the pollination of many native 
plants and crops including many fruit, 
vegetable, oil, seed, and nut crops 

WHAT IS A WATER RESOURCE SYSTEM?
The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) recognizes the need for linkages and relationships that exist between 
natural heritage and Water Resource Systems. 

“Planning authorities shall protect, improve or restore the quality and quantity of water 
by: … identifying water resource systems consisting of ground water features, hydrologic 
functions, natural heritage features and areas, and surface water features including 
shoreline areas, which are necessary for the ecological and hydrological integrity of 
the watershed.” 
Provincial plans provide direction to protect the region’s water resources which are vulnerable to stresses 
by development, population growth and climate change. 

Hydrologic Functions
Means the functions of the hydrological 
cycle that include the occurrence, 
circulation, distribution and chemical and 
physical properties of water on the surface 
of the land, in the soil and underlying 
rocks, and in the atmosphere, and water’s 
interaction with the environment including 
its relation to living things.

Ground Water Features
Ground water features include: recharge/
discharge areas, water tables, aquifers 
and unsaturated zones that can be 
defined by surface and subsurface 
hydrogeologic investigations.

Surface Water Features
Shoreline areas which are necessary for 
the ecological and hydrological integrity 
of the watershed, headwaters, rivers, 
stream channels, inland lakes, seepage 
areas, recharge/discharge areas, springs, 
wetlands, associated riparian lands that can 
be defined by their soil moisture, soil type, 
vegetation or topographic characteristics.

 North-South Environmental Inc  North-South Environmental Inc

Great horned owl at Balls Falls. Binbrook Conservation Area Butterfly pollinating a flower

Dufferin Islands
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INTERACTION WITH 
AGRICULTURE
• The new Niagara Official Plan will need to remain consistent 

with the Provincial policies that provide exemptions to certain 
agricultural uses

• The natural environment policies in the Greenbelt Plan 
and Growth Plan are not intended to restrict existing 
agricultural practices

• Exemptions are provided for:  
“expansions or alterations to existing buildings 
and structures for agricultural uses, agriculture-
related uses or on-farm diversified uses and 
expansions to existing residential dwellings may be 
considered within key natural heritage features, key 
hydrologic features and their associated vegetation 
protection zones” 
under certain conditions, such as ensuring impacts are minimized 
and mitigated to the extent possible

• The natural environment system can include features that are 
natural as well as features that are created or modified

• Created features such as irrigation or drainage may also 
have characteristics that support other natural features and 
ecological functions

• The development of the natural environment systems and 
policies will need to be consistent with Provincial Plans while 
recognizing the important function these created features have in 
supporting normal farming practices

Grape Vines in Niagara-on-the-Lake

PROVINCIAL DIRECTION
• Much of the direction for natural environment planning is provided 

by the Province

• Provincial Policy Statement (PPS, 2014-under review) - The 
PPS identifies the types of natural features, areas, functions, and 
systems that must be identified and protected through the new 
Niagara Official Plan

• In Niagara we are responsible for implementing the Provincial 
Greenbelt Natural Heritage System and the Provincial Growth 
Plan Natural Heritage System

• The Greenbelt Plan Niagara Heritage System has been in place 
for a number of years and is generally reflected in existing 
Regional Official plan policies

• The Growth Plan Niagara Heritage System is new, and will be 
implemented in the new Niagara Official Plan for the first time

• Both the Greenbelt and Growth Plan natural heritage system’s 
apply outside of urban areas only

• Beyond Provincial natural heritage systems, Provincial direction 
requires Natural Heritage Systems and Water Resource Systems 
be identified by municipalities and appropriately protected 
through Official Plan policies

Greenbelt Plan Natural Heritage System

Provincial Natural Heritage Systems to be 
Implemented by Municipalities

Growth Plan Natural Heritage System
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This figure, which was provided by the Province in the 2018  DRAFT Watershed Planning 
Guidelines, illustrates the extent to which watershed planning is to “inform” other planning, 
infrastructure, and development activities.

WATERSHED 
PLANNING
• Provincial Plans now place a much 

greater emphasis on integration - planning 
and land use activities must be “informed 
by” watershed planning with the intent of 
achieving better outcomes

• Watershed planning provides a framework 
for the protection of water resources, 
and the management of human and 
natural resources at a watershed scale. 
Watershed planning typically includes:

• The characterization of the watershed

• The identification of natural features

• The evaluation of potential threats and 
impacts, recommendation of mitigation 
measures

• A plan for implementation

• Subwatershed studies are completed 
under the overall framework of watershed 
planning and are done at a smaller-scale 
intended to address local issues

THREATS FACING 
NIAGARA REGION’S 
NATURAL HERITAGE SYSTEM
• Planning should consider how to protect our natural areas from the impacts of 

climate change, while also understanding that natural areas are an important tool 
for mitigation and resilience

• Invasive species, such as Phragmities, Garlic mustard, and European Buckthorn 
have a significant impact on the health of our natural environment. Emerald Ash 
Borer (left) is a well known invasive beetle that is currently devastating ash forests 
across Niagara. Directly controlling invasive species is difficult through the land use 
policies of Official Plans alone, and can often be better addressed through by-law 
and other management tools.Emerald Ash Borer 

(Agrilus planipennis)
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Project initiation and procurement1

Background study and discussion papers 
for mapping and watershed planning 
priority areas

2

1st Point of Engagement:
Inform on background study 3

PROJECT PHASES

Develop and evaluate options for 
natural system(s)4

2nd Point of Engagement: 
Consultation on Options for the 
Natural System(s)

5

Develop Regional Natural System(s)6

Develop Official Plan Policies and 
Finalize Mapping7

3rd Point of Engagement:
Draft Official Plan Policies and Schedules8

Other Implementation Tools9

Finalize the 
identification and 

evaluation of options 

NEXT STEPS

Present preliminary 
preferred option to 

Regional Council

Complete 2nd point of 
public and stakeholder 

engagement

Present final 
preferred option to 

Regional Council
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COMPLETED
Project Initiation1

2019 - ONGOING
Consultation Sessions2

NOVEMBER 2019
Discussion Paper3

TIMELINE

2020
Options Development4

2020
Policy Development5

2020
Implementation Tools6

Effingham Street – Pelham, 2014 Photo: Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority

CLIMATE CHANGE 
WORK PROGRAM
The purpose of the Climate Change Work Program is to ensure 
that the new Niagara Official Plan aligns with provincial land use 
planning policy requirements and reflects new research and best 
practices on climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF WORK
• Work program initiated (PDS 22-2018)

• Internal working group formed (Regional departments and 
Niagara Penisula Conservation Authority)

• Climate Change Discussion Paper Consultation- Fall 2019

Lakeside Beach Flooding, St. Catharines, 2017 
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CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND PLANNING
Climate change alters the composition of the global atmosphere 
and natural climate variability due directly or indirectly by human 
activity. Changes to the climate result in rising temperatures, 
forecast unpredictability, extreme weather events and natural 
disasters. In Niagara, climate change projections indicate a 
warmer, wetter future with more extreme weather events.

Integrating climate change considerations into planning is 
important, as land use planning is one of the most effective 
processes for local adaptation to climate change with the 
long-term goal of making communities more resilient. 

ADAPTATION AND 
MITIGATION
ADAPTATION: Adjusting our thinking, activities, and decisions 
due to expected or observed climate changes in order to take 
advantage of new opportunities. 

MITIGATION: Reducing or stabilizing the levels of greenhouse 
gas in the atmosphere. 

CLIMATE 
CHANGE

Infrastructure

Transportation

Energy

Natural
EnvironmentAgriculture

GHG Inventory, 
Targets and 
Strategies

Complete
Communities

CREATING RESILIENT COMMUNITIES

Promote 
alternative 

energy systems 

Protect the 
agricultural 
land base 

Encourage energy 
efficiency through 

building design 
Support mixed-
use, compact 
communities 

Waste
Diversion

Protect and enhance 
natural heritage and 

water resource systems 
Active 

transportation and 
public transportation 

Green infrastructure 
and low impact 

development (LID)



 SUSTAINABLE REGION: How we protect our natural heritage and water resources and plan 
for climate change. 

Write your comments on a post-it note, and place it on this board. Place a sticker beside any comments you support.  

What are our biggest challenges? What are our biggest opportunities? 
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