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CHAPTER 4 – COMPETITIVE REGION  

Section 4.3 Mineral Aggregate Resources  

Mineral aggregate resources, such 
as sand, gravel, stone, and shale, 
are located throughout Niagara 
Region. These resources are finite 
and must be protected from 
incompatible land uses or uses that 
would limit their extraction in the 
future.  

The extraction, processing, and 
transportation of mineral aggregate 
resources must take place in a 
manner that minimizes 
environmental and social impacts. 
This includes defining haul routes 
and managing truck traffic, 
conserving and recycling mineral 
aggregate resources, and 
rehabilitating pits and quarries.  

4.3.1 Protect Mineral Aggregate 
Resources  

4.3.1.1 Schedules G1 
and G2 of this 
Plan identify 
where known 
deposits of mineral aggregate resources are located in the 
Region based on Provincial 
mapping.  

4.3.1.2 The Region will work with the 
Province and update mineral 
aggregate resource mapping 
in this Plan when updates to 
Provincial mapping are 
available. At the discretion of 
the Commissioner of 

Aggregate Resources Act vs. Planning Act 
In Ontario, two major pieces of Provincial 
legislation inform decisions related to mineral 
aggregate resources and mineral aggregate 
operations:  

• The Aggregate Resources Act (ARA) is 
implemented by the Province and provides the 
framework for licensing mineral aggregate 
operations. The operational aspects and 
rehabilitation of a mineral aggregate operation 
are addressed through the licensing process.  
 

• The Planning Act is implemented by 
Municipalities and provides the framework for 
municipal land use approvals through Official 
Plans and Zoning By-Laws. The ARA requires 
appropriate municipal land use designations to 
be in place prior to granting a licence. 

 
In addition, the Niagara Escarpment Planning and 
Development Act applies to land within the Niagara 
Escarpment Plan (NEP) Area. Different policies or 
processes may apply. The Niagara Escarpment 
Commission should be consulted regarding lands 
within the NEP area. 

Importance of the Resource 
Mineral aggregate resources are 
used in the construction of homes, 
roads, highways, railways, bridges, 
and airports. They are also used to 
manufacture products like glass, 
coated paper, paint, fertilizers, 
health care products, and 
pharmaceuticals.  
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Planning and Development Services, an amendment to this 
Plan to update Schedules G1 and G2 based on new mapping 
from the Province may not be required. 

4.3.1.3 Proposed new development in areas located on, or within 300 
metres (sand and gravel) or 500 metres (bedrock) of known 
deposits of mineral aggregate resources, which would 
preclude or hinder the establishment of new mineral aggregate 
operations or access to the resources, is not permitted, except 
where it can be demonstrated by the applicant that:  

a) Resource use would not be feasible; 

b) The proposed land use or development serves a greater 
long-term public interest; and, 

c) Issues of public health, public safety and environmental 
impacts are addressed.  

4.3.2  Protect Existing Mineral Aggregate Operations 

4.3.2.1 Existing mineral aggregate 
operations are identified on 
Schedule G3 of this Plan. 

4.3.2.2 Proposed new development or 
other activities in areas located 
within 500 metres (sand and 
gravel) and 1000 metres (bedrock) 
of existing mineral aggregate 
operations is not permitted, unless 
it can be demonstrated  by the 
applicant that satisfactory 
mitigation measures can be put in 
place to ensure that the ongoing operation or expansion of the 
existing mineral aggregate operation will not be hindered. The 
cost and responsibility for any required mitigation measures 
shall be borne by the applicant.  

4.3.2.3 Existing licensed mineral aggregate operations, as identified in 
Schedule G3, shall be permitted to continue without the need 
for an Official Plan amendment, Zoning By-Law amendment or 
other approval under the Planning Act. When a licence for a 
mineral aggregate operation ceases to exist, policies which 

Pits and Quarries in Niagara 
Mineral aggregate operations 
include pits and quarries as well 
as facilities to transport, process 
and recycle mineral aggregate 
resources.  
Loose material, such as sand 
and gravel, is extracted from pits, 
whereas solid bedrock, such as 
limestone and granite, is 
extracted from quarries.  
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protect deposits of mineral aggregate resources will continue 
to apply where deposits are still present.  

4.3.2.4 An amendment to this Plan is required for expansions of 
existing mineral aggregate operations beyond the limits of the 
site identified in Schedule G3. 

4.3.3  Provide for Efficient Extraction of Mineral Aggregate Resources 

4.3.3.1 An application to permit a mineral aggregate operation shall 
not be required to demonstrate the need for the resource.  

4.3.3.2 The Region will consider applications for a mineral aggregate 
operation within the deposits of mineral aggregate resources, 
which are identified on Schedules G1 and G2, and outside 
known deposits of mineral aggregate resources where the 
applicant has demonstrated that there is a sufficient quantity 
and quality of resources to warrant extraction.   

4.3.3.3 Where two or more mineral aggregate operations are 
separated by a Regional road, the Region will work with the 
aggreate producers to maximize the extraction in the vicinity of 
Regional Roads.  

4.3.3.4 In the case of adjacent mineral aggregate operations, the 
Region will, wherever practical, encourage the removal of all 
economically viable material between the operations, and 
require continuous and comprehensive rehabilitation.  

4.3.4  Minimize Negative Impacts of Proposed Mineral Aggregate 
Operations 

4.3.4.1 New mineral aggregate operations are not permitted within 
settlement areas. The removal of economically viable 
aggregate material on a site within a settlement area in 
advance of other approved development shall be considered 
on a site-specific basis.   

4.3.4.2 An application to permit a mineral aggregate operation shall 
require a site specific amendment to this Plan.  

4.3.4.3 Applications to permit a mineral aggregate operation will be 
considered in the context of the following:  



 

 
APPENDIX 11.2  Mineral Aggregate Resources Policies – Page 4 

Draft – May 2021 
 

a) Consistency with the 
Provincial Policy 
Statement; conformity to 
the Provincial Plans, 
Regional and Local 
Official Plans; 
consideration of the 
policies of the 
Conservation Authority; 
due regard for other 
policies or guidelines that 
are consistent with the 
Provincial Policy 
Statement and in 
conformity with Provincial Plan polices; as well  as the 
requirements under the Aggregate Resources Act and its 
regulations 

b) Potential for negative impacts on existing and future 
adjacent and surrounding land uses; 

c) Potential for negative impact on views and vistas; 

d) Potential for negative air quality, noise, vibration, social, 
and health impacts; 

e) Potential for negative impacts on significant built heritage 
resources, significant cultural heritage landscapes, and 
archaeological resources or areas of archaeological 
potential;  

f) Potential for negative impacts on the natural environment 
including natural heritage features and systems, surface 
water features, and groundwater resources; 

g) Proposed manner of operation and rehabilitation;  

h) Proposed haulage routes and the potential negative 
impacts on roads and other users of the infrastructure; 

i) Potential for impacts on Regional infrastructure and 
services; 

j) Potential economic and financial impacts/benefits; 

Why does the Official Plan use a 
site specific approach for 
aggregate operations? 
Aggregates are a finite resource. 
While most operations will be active 
for decades, when considered in the 
fullness of time they can be 
characterized as temporary uses. The 
site specific approach employed in 
this Plan recognizes the underlying 
land use is intended to continue once 
the mineral aggregate operation is 
closed and lands are rehabilitated.   
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k) Potential for negative impacts on agricultural operations in 
prime agricultural areas;  

l) Potential geotechnical considerations as appropriate; and 

m) Other potential impacts which may be specific to a 
proposed operation or site.  

4.3.4.4 The establishment of new mineral aggregate operations and 
new wayside pits and quarries, or any ancillary or accessory 
use within a Provincial Natural Heritage System is not 
permitted in the following key natural heritage features and 
key hydrologic features:  

a) Significant wetlands;  

b) Habitat of endangered species and threatened species; 
and, 

c) Significant woodlands unless the woodland is occupied by 
young plantation or early successional habitat, as defined 
by the Province, in which case, the application must 
demonstrate  to the satisfaction of the Region that 
provincial policies have been addressed.  

4.3.4.5 Any application for a new mineral aggregate operation within a 
Provincial  Natural Heritage System will be required to 
demonstrate how:  

a) Connectivity between key natural heritage features and key 
hydrologic features will be maintained before, during, and 
after the extraction of mineral aggregate resources; 

b) The operator could replace key natural heritage features 
and key hydrologic features that would be lost  or 
significantly altered from the site with equivalent or 
enhanced features on another part of the site or on 
adjacent lands within the same sub-watershed; 
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c) The water resource 
system will be protected 
or enhanced; and 

d) Any key natural heritage 
features and key 
hydrologic features and 
their associated 
vegetation protection 
zones not identified in 
3.4.4 will be addressed 
in accordance with 
Provincial policy and the 
policies of this Plan.   

4.3.4.6 An application to permit the 
expansion of an existing 
mineral aggregate 
operation within a Provincial 
Natural Heritage System 
may be permitted, including 
in key natural heritage 
features, key hydrologic 
features and any 
associated vegetation 
protection zones, if the 
related decision and 
rehabilitation is consistent 
with Provincial, Regional 
and Local Municipal policies.  

4.3.4.7 Applications to permit a mineral aggregate operation shall 
implement the Provincial guidelines and industry best 
practices in regards to managing and mitigating potential 
impacts related to noise, dust, and vibration. 

4.3.4.8 Applications to permit a mineral aggregate operation shall 
demonstrate how potential negative impacts to ground and 
surface water resources will be minimized. Where extraction is 
proposed below the water table, applicants shall demonstrate 
how impacts on both water quality and quantity are avoided 
first and mitigated where avoidance in not possible.  

What is the difference between a 
new or expanding mineral 
aggregate operation? 
A mineral aggregate operation is 
defined by the Provincial Policy 
Statement as “land under license or 
permit, other than wayside pits and 
quarries, issued in accordance with 
the Aggregate Resource Act”.  
By definition there is no difference 
between establishing a new 
aggregate operation and expanding 
an existing operation - where a 
licence is required for new expansion 
lands.  
However, the policies of this Plan 
recognize that there can be 
differences in evaluating the impact 
of a new operation in comparison to 
an expansion based on the policies 
of Provincial Plans.  
Accordingly, this Plan includes a few 
policies which apply specifically to 
expansions. Unless specific 
clarification is provided, all policies 
should be assumed to apply to both a 
new and expanding mineral 
aggregate operation. 
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4.3.4.9 In prime agricultural areas, applications to permit a mineral 
aggregate operation shall be supported by an Agricultural 
Impact Assessment in accordance with Provincial guidance. 
The Agricultural Impact Assessment shall provide guidance on 
how to maintain or improve connectivity of the agricultural 
system and be completed by a qualified professional.   

4.3.4.10 Applications to permit a mineral aggregate operation within 
source water in-take protection zones (IPZ) shall demonstrate 
how potential threats to source water are avoided first and 
mitigated where avoidance in not possible. Applications within 
IPZs shall be considered in the context of the following 
conditions:  

a) Impact on source water features;  

b) Proposed source water mitigation and monitoring; and, 

c) Proposed type of licence, ARA site plan conditions, 
rehabilitation, and proposed after use of the site. 

4.3.5  Define Haul Routes and Manage Aggregate Truck Traffic 

4.3.5.1 Mineral aggregate truck traffic shall be directed away from 
settlement areas to the maximum extent feasible and make 
use of existing Provincial and Regional road networks. Local 
road networks should be used as local access routes only. In 
general, each mineral aggregate operation should have a 
defined haul route. 

4.3.5.2 Applications to permit a mineral aggregate operation shall 
demonstrate how adverse impacts associated with mineral 
aggregate truck traffic will be mitigated and shall consider: 

a) Options for delivery of resources to the market, including 
alternative modes of transportation and alternative routes; 

b) Impacts on the road network and potential mitigation 
measures; 

c) Safety mitigation measures in all circumstances, with 
particular attention required where mineral aggregate truck 
traffic has the potential to mix with residential traffic, school 
buses, agricultural vehicles, pedestrian, cyclists, and other 
sensitive road users; and, 



 

 
APPENDIX 11.2  Mineral Aggregate Resources Policies – Page 8 

Draft – May 2021 
 

d) Social and environmental impacts and any mitigation 
measures. 

4.3.5.3 The Region may require applicants to enter into Haul Route 
Agreements as part of the process to permit a mineral 
aggregate operation to ensure haul routes are defined and 
utilized; to secure for improvements and additional 
maintenance in accordance with the ARA; and to outline the 
formula for the method of payment by a licence-holder, where 
required. Improvements required to a Regional or Local road 
due to a new or expanded mineral aggregate operation shall 
not be at the public expense.   

4.3.5.4 Haul routes for existing mineral aggregate operations are not 
currently strictly defined. As haul routes for new mineral 
aggregate operations are established, the Region will prepare 
and maintain a map indicating approved haul routes as an 
Appendix to the Official Plan.  

4.3.5.5 Over time there may be changes that provide opportunities for 
more suitable haul routes, such as haulage patterns, highway 
and road improvements, measures to manage dust, and 
changes in municipal development patterns. Changes to 
defined haul routes may be permitted through a formal 
amendment to Haul Route Agreements and shall not require 
an amendment to this Plan.  

4.3.5.6 Mineral aggregate resources are generally transported using 
trucks to access the market. The Region also encourages and 
supports opportunities for alternative ways to transport mineral 
aggregate resources to the market, including the use of 
railways and shipping routes.  

4.3.6  Ensure Compatible and Sustainable Rehabilitation 

4.3.6.1 Applications to permit a mineral aggregate operation shall 
include a rehabilitation plan to satisfy the requirements of the 
Province, the Region, Conservation Authority, and the Local 
Municipality. 

4.3.6.2 Progressive and final rehabilitation for mineral aggregate 
operations is required. Rehabilitation plans must achieve the 
following: 
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a) Accommodate subsequent land uses;  

b) Promote compatibility with surrounding land uses and 
approved land use designations;  

c) Recognize the interim nature of extraction; and,  

d) Mitigate negative impacts to the extent possible.  

4.3.6.3 Comprehensive rehabilitation planning is required where there 
is a concentration of mineral aggregate operations. 

4.3.6.4 Rehabilitation plans for a mineral aggregate operation shall 
comply with the following policies:  

a) The disturbed area of a site shall be rehabilitated to a state 
of equal or greater ecological value and, for the entire site, 
long-term ecological integrity shall be maintained or 
enhanced 

b) If there are key natural heritage features or key hydrologic 
features on the site, or if such features existed on the site 
at the time of an application:  

i. The health, diversity and size of these key natural 
heritage features and key hydrologic features shall be 
maintained or enhanced; and 

ii. Any areas where extraction of mineral aggregates was 
permitted within a feature shall be rehabilitated as 
early as possible in the life of the operation; 

c) Aquatic areas remaining after extraction are to be 
rehabilitated to aquatic enhancement, which shall be 
representative of the natural ecosystem in that particular 
setting or ecodistrict, and the combined terrestrial and 
aquatic rehabilitation will meet the intent of Policy 4.3.6.4 
b), and; 

d) Outside a Provincial Natural Heritage System, final 
rehabilitation shall appropriately reflect the long-term land 
use of the general area and the Policies of this Plan. In 
prime agricultural areas, the site shall be rehabilitated in 
accordance with Provincial policy and the requirements of 
this Plan.  
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4.3.6.5 Final rehabilitation for new and expanding mineral aggregate 
operations in a Provincial Natural Heritage System shall meet 
the following additional criteria: 

a) Where there is no extraction below the water table, an 
amount of land equal to that under natural vegetated cover 
prior to extraction, and no less than 35 per cent of the land 
subject to each licence in the Provincial Natural Heritage 
System, shall be rehabilitated to forest cover, which will be 
representative of the natural ecosystem in that particular 
setting. If the site is also in a prime agricultural area, the 
remainder of the land subject to the licence shall be 
rehabilitated back to an agricultural condition; 

b) Where there is extraction below the water table, no less 
than 35 per cent of the non-aquatic portion of the land 
subject to each licence in the Provincial Natural Heritage 
System shall be rehabilitated to forest cover, which will be 
representative of the natural ecosystem in that particular 
setting. If the site is also in a prime agricultural area, the 
remainder of the land subject to the licence shall be 
rehabilitated in accordance with Provincail policy and the 
policies of this Plan; and, 

c) Rehabilitation shall maintain or enhance connectivity of key 
natural heritage features and key hydrologic features on 
the site and on adjacent lands.  

4.3.6.6 Where extraction takes place within a prime agricultural area 
or on prime agricultural lands, the lands shall be rehabilitated 
to an agricultural condition. Complete rehabilitation to an 
agricultural condition is not required if:  

a) Outside of a specialty crop area, there is a substantial 
quantity of mineral aggregate resources below the water 
table warranting extraction, or the depth of planned 
extraction in a quarry makes restoration of pre-extraction 
agricultural capability unfeasible; 

b) In a specialty crop area, there is a substantial quantity of 
high quality mineral aggregate resources below the water 
table warranting extraction, and the depth of planned 
extraction makes restoration of pre-extraction agricultural 
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capability unfeasible;  

c) Other alternatives have been considered by the applicant 
and found unsuitable to the satisfaction of the Region. The 
consideration of other alternatives shall include resources 
in areas of Canada Land Inventory Class 4 through 7 
lands, resources on lands identified as designated growth 
areas, and resources on prime agricultural lands where 
rehabilitation is feasible. Where no other alternatives are 
found, prime agricultural lands shall be protected in this 
order of priority: specialty crop areas, Canada Land 
Inventory Class 1, 2 and 3 lands; and,  

d) Agricultural rehabilitation in remaining areas is maximized.  

4.3.6.7 Where the after-use of a mineral aggregate operation is 
proposed to be recreation, natural area, or an open space use, 
the Region supports opportunities for safe public access to the 
site. Opportunities for public ownership should also be 
explored where feasible and desirable.  

4.3.6.8 Post extraction land uses after rehabilitation of a mineral 
aggregate operation shall be consistent with the Niagara 
Source Protection Plan, any relevant watershed or 
subwatershed plan, relevant Provincial plans, and other 
applicable plans and policies.  
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4.3.7  Conserve and Recycle Aggregates and Manage Excess Soil 

4.3.7.1 The Region supports 
conservation through the use 
of recycled aggregates on 
Regional infrastructure 
projects, where performance 
and life expectancy of 
Regional assets can be 
maintained or enhanced while 
utilizing recycled products.  

4.3.7.2 The Region supports the wise 
use of mineral aggregate 
resources by encouraging the 
utilization or extraction of on-
site mineral aggregate 
resources prior to other 
development occurring. 

4.3.7.3 Excess soil from a mineral 
aggregate operation should be 
reused on-site or locally to the 
maximum extent possible. A 
plan for the reuse of excess 
soil, meeting Provincial 
requirements shall be 
prepared as part of the 
Planning Act and Aggregate 
Resource Act application process.  

4.3.8  Facilitate Temporary Mineral Aggregate Operations  

4.3.8.1 The use of wayside pits and quarries, portable asphalt plants 
and portable concrete plants on public authority contracts shall 
be permitted temporarily without the need for an Amendment 
to this Plan. Such use shall not be permittedin areas of 
existing development or natural heritage feature and areas of 
hydrologic features and areas as shown in this Plan which 
have been determined to be incompatible with extraction and 
associated actvities. 

 

Aggregate Recycling Facilities 
Aggregate recycling facilities are 
permitted within a mineral aggregate 
operation in accordance with 
Provincial policy, and are licenced 
through the Aggregate Resource Act 
(ARA). 
The Region and Area Municipalities 
will provide comments through the 
ARA site plan process, to ensure the 
siting and use of aggregate recycling 
facilities includes appropriate 
mitigation measures to minimize any 
potential adverse effects on 
surrounding land uses and the 
natural environment.  
The siting of aggregate recycling 
facilities should take into 
consideration the need to protect 
views and vistas, the location of 
stock piles, increased truck traffic, 
potential for dust impacts and wind 
conditions, and the protection of 
natural heritage and water resource 
features.  Incoming products shall be 
monitored to avoid contamination.   
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4.3.9  Locate Mineral Aggregate Operations to Minimize Impacts on Other 
Significant Resources and Features 

4.3.9.1 Extraction of mineral aggregate 
resources is permitted within the 
Protected Countryside area in the 
Provincial Greenbelt Plan, subject 
to all other applicable legislation, 
regulations and the policies of this 
Plan. Policies for the extraction of 
mineral aggregate resources within 
the Greenbelt Plan apply together 
with other policies of this Plan.  

4.3.9.2 An application to permit a mineral 
aggregate operations or wayside pit 
and quarry within the Protected 
Countryside shall be required to 
ensure that:  

a) The rehabilitated area will be 
maximized and disturbed area minimized on an ongoing 
basis during the life cycle of an operation;  

b) Progressive and final rehabilitation efforts will contribute to 
the goals of the Provincial Greenbelt Plan; 

c) Any excess disturbed area above the maximum allowable 
disturbed area, as determined by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry, will be rehabilitated. For new 
operations, the total disturbed area shall not exceed an 
established maximum allowable disturbed area; and  

d) The applicant demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
Region that the quantity and quality of groundwater and 
surface water will be maintained as per Provincial 
Standards under the Aggregate Resources Act.   

4.3.9.3 The following policies apply within the speciality crop area of 
the Greenbelt Plan:  

a) No new mineral aggregate operation, wayside pits and 
quarries or any ancillary or accessory use thereto shall be 
permitted between Lake Ontario and the Niagara 

Mineral Aggregate 
Resources in the Greenbelt 
Plan 
The Provincial Greenbelt Plan 
provides permanent protection 
to the agricultural land base, 
the ecological and hydrological 
features, areas and functions 
occurring on this landscape. It 
also recognizes the benefits of 
protecting non-renewable 
resources within the 
Greenbelt, and includes 
specific policies for aggregate 
resource extraction, which are 
reflected in this Official Plan. 
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Escarpment Plan Area;  

b) A new mineral aggregate operation or wayside pits and 
quarries may only be considered on primary and 
secondary selected sand and gravel resources on the 
Fonthill Kame, in the Town of Pelham, as identified by 
Aggregate Resource Inventory Paper #4, if the applicant 
demonstrates that:  

i. Substantially the same land area shall be rehabilitated 
back to an agricultural condition which allows for the 
same range and productivity of specialty crops 
common in the area; and, 

ii. The microclimate on which the site and the 
surrounding area may be dependent for specialty crop 
production shall be maintained or restored; and,  

c) An application for a mineral aggregate operation shall only 
be permitted in specialty crop areas not identified under 
clauses a) and b) above where the applicant demonstrates 
the following:  

i. The physical characteristics of the proposed site allow 
for the rehabilitation of the property back to an 
agricultural condition; or  

ii. If the physical characteristics of the proposed site will 
not allow for the rehabilitation of the property back to 
an agricultural condition, the applicant has considered 
alternative locations; and, 

iii. Where other alternatives have been considered by the 
applicant and found unsuitable, and in situations where 
complete agricultural rehabilitation in the specialty crop 
area is not possible due to the depth of planned 
extraction or a substantial aggregate deposit below the 
water table warranting extraction, agricultural 
rehabilitation in the remaining licensed area shall be 
maximized as a first priority to allow production of 
specialty crops.  

4.3.9.4 The Niagara Escarpment Commission (NEC) is an agency of 
the Government of Ontario. It is responsible for administering 
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the Niagara Escarpment Plan (NEP), a Provincial land use 
plan which includes evaluating applications to amend the NEP 
and applications for development permits within the Area of 
Development Control. The NEP has detailed policies relating 
to the land use approvals required to permit new mineral 
aggregate operations within the NEP Area. The NEC should 
be consulted with respect to the application process to seek 
an Amendment to the NEP which is required for any new or 
expanded mineral aggregate operation. In the event of a 
conflict with NEP policy, the NEP shall prevail over any policy 
of this Plan. 

4.3.10 Provide an Efficient, Comprehensive Planning Review 

4.3.10.1 The Region requires applicants to complete a pre-consultation 
meeting prior to the submission of an application to permit a 
mineral aggregate operation. The purpose of the pre-
consultation is to identify the content of studies and 
information to be provided to support the application.  As part 
of the pre-consultation process, the Region to the extent of its 
jurisdiction, may scope, waive, or establish a peer review or 
other suitable evaluation process for any requirements 
reflected in these studies. 

4.3.10.2 To streamline the application process for a mineral aggregate 
operation, the Region, in coordination with the Area 
Municipality and Conservation Authority, may establish a Joint 
Agency Review Team (JART). The JART process recognizes 
that aggregate applications are complex, that they typically 
involve multiple review agencies, and that they are required to 
consider a range of technical issues.  The JART process 
allows for the establishment of a team of professional staff 
from interested agencies who are responsible for coordinating 
the technical review of all matters related to the application. 
The streamlined process allows for the sharing of resources 
and expertise while maintaining independent decision-making 
authority. The JART process will be periodically monitored by 
Regional staff over time to ensure that it continues to meet the 
intended purpose of a streamlined review.  

4.3.10.3 The Region may develop and maintain a guideline document 
related to mineral aggregate resource applications. The 
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purpose of the document will be to provide information related 
to the requirements for the preparation and review of 
applications and their associated technical studies. Regional 
guidelines shall be prepared in consideration of the 
requirements of the Aggregate Resourcs Act and Provincial 
standards where appropriate.   

4.3.10.4 The Region may require peer reviews of some or all of the 
technical studies at the cost of the applicant. The applicant will 
be required to enter a Cost Acknowledgement Agreement with 
the Region as part of a Complete Application. The Cost 
Acknowledgment Agreement will outline the conditions 
associated with the applicant’s responsibility to pay for costs 
such as peer reviews of technical studies, the services of an 
Aggregate Advisor, and a facilitator to support the public 
consultation process, as required.  

4.3.11 Provide Clear Direction to Local Municipalities on Mineral Aggregate 
Resources 

4.3.11.1 At a minimum, local municipalities shall reflect the following 
policies in their local Official Plan. There may be other policy 
matters referred to in this Section that an Local Municipality 
should provide policy direction on as determined through 
consultation with the Region. 

a) Policies that protect mineral aggregate operations from 
new development that would preclude or hinder their 
expansion or continued use or which would be 
incompatible for reasons of public health, public safety or 
environmental impact.  

b) Policies and by-laws for mineral aggregate resources and 
mineral aggregate operations, as well as designate mineral 
aggregate resource areas in their Official Plan to conform 
with the policies and Schedules in this Plan.  

c) Include Official Plan policies and applicable zoning by-law 
regulations which allow for the use of aggregate recycling 
facilities within licensed mineral aggregate operations. 

d) Develop and implement official plan policies and other 
strategies to facilitate the recovery and recycling of 
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manufactured materials derived from mineral aggregate 
resources for reuse in public and private work projects as a 
substitute for new mineral aggregate resources.  

4.3.12 Site Specific Policies to Ensure Long-Term Compatibility of Existing 
Mineral Aggregate Operations 

4.3.12.1 All of the licences shown on Schedule G3 pre-date the policies 
of this Plan. Accordingly, the majority of the licenced areas do 
not include site specific policies (except for site specific policy 
1A and 2A further described below). Additional site specific 
policies may be included where a mineral aggregate operation 
is approved through amendment to this Plan. Site specific 
policies and their associated licensed area shown on 
Schedule G3 shall be removed once the mineral aggregate 
operation land is rehabilitated and the licence is surrendered 
to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. .   

4.3.12.2 Site Specific Policy 1A for Niagara Falls - All the lands shown 
on Schedule G3 located south of Mountain Road and west of 
the Trans Canada Pipeline in the City of Niagara Falls, shall 
be rehabilitated in a progressive and sequential manner for 
agricultural use following licensing and extraction. Any 
rehabilitation for uses other than agriculture shall require an 
Amendment to the Regional Official Plan. (The reference to 
Mountain Road refers to the road alignment as it existed prior 
to the fall of 2001.) 

4.3.12.3 Site Specific Policy 2A for Wainfleet - Notwithstanding the 
policies of this Plan, any expansion of the extraction area for 
the Reeb Quarry (M.A.Q. Aggregates Quarry) into the portion 
of the licensed area located approximately 425 metres east of 
Bessey Road on the northwestern part of Concession 1, Lot 2 
in the Township of Wainfleet is not permitted and will not be 
considered without an amendment to the Regional Official 
Plan and the Township of Wainfleet Official Plan.  

No extraction will be permitted in any portion of Phase 2 of the 
licensed area located east of Bessey Road including any 
removal of wooded areas or change in grade until such time 
as it is determined by the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry and to the satisfaction of the Region, based on an 
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independent peer review prepared at the licensee’s expense, 
that the objectives and targets set out in the Woodland 
Restoration Plan have been achieved.  

Notwithstanding the above, not earlier than 15 years from the 
date the licence is granted, MAQ or the holder of the licence at 
such time may request that the Region consider permitting 
extraction to proceed into Phase 2A as referenced on the site 
plans, if the objectives and targets of the Woodland 
Restoration Plan have been achieved to the date of the 
request. If in the opinion of the Region, the said targets have 
been achieved to the date of the request and MAQ or the 
holder of the licence at that time submits a report to the 
Region from a qualified expert that the proposed extraction in 
Phase 2A will not impact upon the restored woodlot or impair 
the Woodland Restoration Plan (said report subject to peer 
review by the Region at the expense of the licence holder), the 
Region will advise the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Forestry that the licence should be amended to allow for 
extraction in Phase 2A.  

Notwithstanding that the existing woodlot on the subject lands 
is not designated as Environmental Conservation Area, there 
shall be no extraction of materials, regarding or removal of any 
of the vegetation, other than that which may be required as 
part of the Woodland Restoration Plan, until such time as the 
objectives in the Woodland Restoration Plan have been 
satisfactorily completed in full or extraction of Phase 2A is 
complete, whichever is later.  
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