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______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________ 

Corporate Services 

1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold, ON L2V 4T7 

905-980-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 

Memorandum 
CWCD 2026-164 

Subject: Summary of Active Bid Solicitations 

Date: Friday, July 17, 2026 

To: Regional Council 

From: Bart Menage, Director, Procurement Services 

Please be advised that the Bid Solicitations included in Appendix 1 are currently active. 

As per the Procurement By-law 2025-57, section 19. Reporting, item 19.1 The Director, 

Procurement Services shall: 

(a) report to Council on a weekly basis via Councillor Weekly Correspondence 

Distribution: 

(i) a summary of active Bid Solicitations. 

Respectfully submitted and signed by 

Bart Menage 

Director, Procurement Services 

Appendices 

Appendix 1 Summary of Active Bid Solicitations 
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Appendix 1: Summary of Active Bid Solicitations CWCD 2026-164 

Bid Number Name Closing Date 

2025-T-189 Road Reconstruction on Regional Road 49 (McLeod 
Road) from Oakwood Drive to Wilson Crescent in the 
City of Niagara Falls 

July 16, 2026 

2026-RFP-25 High-Voltage Electrical Services July 16, 2026 

2026-RFP-74 Supported Transitional Housing July 17, 2026 

2026-RFP-86 Microwave Radio Replacement Project for the Niagara 
Regional Police Service 

July 17, 2026 

2026-T-77 Wilhelm Road Railway Bridge Pier Repairs on Regional 
Road 98 (Wilhelm Road) in the City of Port Colborne 

July 21, 2026 

2026-T-100 Manufacture, Supply, and Delivery of Organics Collection 
Containers 

July 22, 2026 

2026-RFSQ-98 Winter and Summer Grounds Maintenance for Niagara 
Region facilities 

July 27, 2026 

2026-Q-107 Biggar Lagoons SPS Piping Replacement Design July 28, 2026 

2026-T-88 Rehabilitation of Bridges and Culverts in the Niagara 
Region 

July 28, 2026 

2026-RFP-94 Consulting Assignment to Undertake a Comprehensive 
Environmental Assessment for the Niagara Escarpment 
Crossing in the Towns of Grimsby and Lincoln and the 
Township of West Lincoln 

August 04, 2026 

2026-RFP-114 Railway Grade Crossing Safety Assessment August 11, 2026 

2026-T-103 Removal and Replacement of Wooden Stairs and Ramp 
on Buildings at the Humberstone and Niagara Road 12 
Landfill sites 

August 11, 2026 

Page 1 of 1 
2 



  

  

  

 

 

  

   

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

   

    

 

  

  

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

   

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

Corporate Services 

1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold, ON L2V 4T7 

905-980-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 

Memorandum 

CWCD 2026-165 

Subject: Responsibilities Downloaded to the Region from the Province 

Date: July 17, 2026 

To: Regional Council 

From: Tim Ellis, Commissioner /Treasurer, Corporate Services 

The purpose of the memorandum is to respond to Council direction at the February 26, 

2026, meeting of Committee of the Whole regarding the responsibilities downloaded to 

the Region from the Province. 

This memorandum outlines material financial impacts arising from provincial decisions 

made since 2022, including direct impacts of legislative and regulatory changes, 

changes affecting Regional revenues and cost recovery, and indirect impacts requiring 

additional Regional investment in response to growth expectations, service obligations, 

or demand pressures where provincial funding has been limited or has not kept pace 

with costs. 

This memorandum is not a comprehensive reconstruction of all provincial decisions 

made since 2022, as not all impacts can be isolated. The examples that follow are 

illustrative rather than exhaustive. In several areas, the financial impact may reflect a 

combination of provincial funding limitations and Council-directed investments made to 

respond to local needs. The Region’s ongoing Core Services Review is expected to 
provide additional insight into the drivers of these financial impacts. 

Revenue and Cost Recovery Impacts 

Development Charge Eligibility, Exemptions and Deferred Revenue Impacts 

Amendments to the Development Charges Act, 1997 (DCA) since 2022 have been 

significant. In particular, Bill 23, More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 and Bill 17, Protect 

Ontario by Building Faster and Smarter Act, 2025 have expanded legislated 

development charge (DC) exemptions, discounts and deferrals which significantly 

reduce the Region’s ability to fund growth-related infrastructure. 

Bill 23, More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 materially reduced the Region’s ability to 
recover growth-related costs through DCs. These changes removed housing services 

3 



  
 

  
 

 
   

  

  

   

 

  

 

  

 

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

   

  

  

  

  

 

  

   

   

 

 

   

 

   

 

  

 

CWCD 2026-165 
July 17, 2026 

Page 2 

as a development charge eligible service, introduced mandatory exemptions and 

discounts for specified residential development, phased-in the Region’s DC rates and 
deferred the timing of collections for certain residential development. Bill 23 has resulted 

in an estimated $38.9 million cost to the Region since its implementation in November 

2022.Niagara’s current DC schedule reflects these changes, with housing services now 
shown at a zero charge. The result is a direct shift of growth-related costs away from 

development charges and onto other funding sources, including reserves, debt, rate-

supported financing and the general tax levy. 

Bill 17, Protect Ontario by Building Faster and Smarter Act, 2025, introduced additional 

changes to the DCA which further reduce the Region’s ability to recover growth related 
infrastructure costs through DCs. These amendments include a new mandatory 

exemption for non-profit long-term care homes, expanded provisions for deferred DC 

payment timing for residential development and reduced authority for municipalities to 

charge interest on deferred DCs. Bill 17 resulted in $2.2 million in new mandatory DC 

exemptions in 2025. In 2026, the Region is also experiencing the impact of deferred DC 

collections, as payments are now collected at occupancy rather than permit issuance. 

This change has significantly reduced the timing and amount of monthly DC cash 

inflows, creating increased cash flow pressures for the Region.Growth continues to 

generate infrastructure costs regardless of whether DCs are collected. As a result, the 

Region must budget to fund mandatory DC exemptions through the annual budget 

process while continuing to provide the infrastructure required to support growth and 

enable new housing. 

Expanded DC payment deferrals delay the receipt of DC revenues, while the Region 

remains responsible for financing and delivering growth-related infrastructure. Without 

funding from other levels of government to support infrastructure readiness, the Region 

may need to reprioritize capital projects or increase reliance on debt. In addition, Bill 17 

prohibits municipalities from charging interest on deferred DCs accrued after November 

2, 2025, further limiting the Region's ability to offset financing costs associated with 

delayed collections. As a result, deferred DC payments create funding gaps that 

increase borrowing requirements and financing costs until the revenues are ultimately 

received. 

Housing-Enabling Infrastructure and Ratepayer Impacts 

Provincial housing supply objectives continue to require significant investment in 

growth-enabling infrastructure, while legislative changes have constrained municipal 

cost recovery tools. Niagara Region has identified provincial and federal co-investment 

4 



  
 

  
 

 
   

 

  

  

    

  

  

  

      

 

 

  

  

  

 

  

     

   

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

CWCD 2026-165 
July 17, 2026 

Page 3 

in the South Niagara Wastewater Treatment Solutions project as a critical priority to 

support planned growth. 

The Region's recent application to the Province's Development Charge Reduction 

Program (DCRP) seeks to replace development charge revenue that would otherwise 

be used to finance growth-related infrastructure. If approved, the funding would help 

offset the financial impacts of mandatory development charge reductions and 

exemptions, reducing the Region's reliance on debt and limiting pressure on tax- and 

rate-supported revenues. However, the infrastructure costs remain, and any portion not 

funded through development charges or provincial grants must continue to be financed 

by the Region, resulting in ongoing financial impacts to taxpayers and ratepayers. 

Automated Speed Enforcement Prohibition and Program Impacts 

Provincial repeal of municipal authority to operate Automated Speed Enforcement 

created a direct program and financial impact for the Region. Bill 56, Building a More 

Competitive Economy Act, 2025 repealed municipal ASE authority in Ontario, and 

Niagara removed all “Municipal Speed Camera In-Use” signs before November 14, 
2025. This ended a program that had demonstrably improved road safety in Niagara 

and had generated revenues used first to offset program costs and then to fund road 

safety initiatives. The financial impact is primarily the need to reduce service levels or 

identify alternative funding sources for related road safety measures going forward. 

Program Areas Where Costs, Demand, and Service Expectations Are 

Outpacing Funding 

Niagara is experiencing pressure in Region-delivered services where the Province 

primarily sets program expectations but municipal levy support is increasingly required 

to address inflation, wage settlements, complexity of need, and growth in service 

demand. In some cases, Council has also made investments to enhance service levels 

in response to local need, which may extend beyond minimum mandated requirements. 

As a result, the financial pressure in these service areas reflect both provincial funding 

shortfalls and Council-directed service decisions. Examples include: 

 Long-Term Care 

Regional levy support for long-term care has increased due to the capital impact 

of recent long-term care home redevelopments. Provincial funding did not fully 

cover redevelopment costs, resulting in ongoing Regional support for debt 

financing. 

5 
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CWCD 2026-165 
July 17, 2026 

Page 4 

 Housing Services and Niagara Regional Housing (NRH) 

Regional levy support for housing services and NRH has increased due to 

operating pressures, capital repair and renewal requirements, and sustained 

demand for affordable and community housing. These pressures reflect a 

combination of provincial funding limitations and Council-supported investments, 

such as the Consolidated Housing Master Plan and housing provider subsidies, 

to respond to community need. 

 Homelessness Services 

Regional levy support for homelessness services has increased in response to 

shelter demand, outreach, housing instability, and complex client needs. This 

pressure reflects both external system demand and Regional service responses 

approved to address local needs. 

Overall, the Region’s financial pressures reflect a combination of direct legislative and 
regulatory changes, indirect impacts arising from provincial policy decisions, and 

program areas where funding has not kept pace with service requirements or local 

demand. 

This memo provides a cumulative assessment of financial impacts associated with 

provincial decisions made since 2022. The scope includes direct financial impacts of 

provincial legislative and regulatory changes, as well as indirect impacts of provincial 

policy, such as Council decisions and Regional investments made to address provincial 

growth expectations and meet service demands where funding was insufficient. 

Respectfully submitted and signed by 

Tim Ellis 

Commissioner /Treasurer, Corporate Services 
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-----NFlll 
Niagara Regional Housing 

CWCD 2026-166 
26-237 – 2.4. 

February 20, 2026 
Page 1 of 2 

NRH Q4 (October 1 to December 31, 2025) 

Q4 (October 1, to December 31, 2025) 
Report to Board of Directors 

Recommendation: 

That Niagara Regional Housing Quarterly Report October 1 to December 31, 
2025 be APPROVED and FORWARDED to the Council Weekly 
Correspondence Distribution for information. 

Submitted by: Approved by: 

Mat Siscoe, Chair Cameron Banach, Chief Executive Officer 

Directors: 

Mat Siscoe, Chair Jeff Jordan, Vice-Chair Tom Insinna, Secretary 
Regional Councillor Regional Councillor Regional Councillor 
St. Catharines Grimsby Fort Erie 

Leanna Villella, Treasurer Betty Ann Baker Betty Lou Souter 
Regional Councillor Community Director Community Director 
Welland Welland St. Catharines & Thorold 

Gary Zalepa David Mole Drew Toth 
Regional Councillor Community Director Community Director 
Niagara-on-the-Lake St. Catharines Thorold 
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CWCD 2026-166 
26-237 – 2.4. 

February 20, 2026 
Page 2 of 2 

NRH Q4 (October 1 to December 31, 2025) 

Work Orders 
= 2,584 issued 
(compared to 4,063 in 2024-Q4) 

Capital Program 
• 4 tenders closed (compared to 4 in 2024-Q4) 
• 30 ongoing projects (compared to 35 in 2024-Q4) 
• 60 purchase orders issued (compared to 47 in 2024-Q4) 
• 57 Requests for Proposal / Requests for Quotation (compared to 46 

in 2024-Q4) 
Move Outs 
= 87 
(compared to 56 in 2024-Q4) 

Rent Arrears 
= $494,883.99 / 9.87% of the monthly rent charges 
(compared to $527,884.71 / 10.93% in 2024-Q4) 
91.13% of tenants are in good financial standing 

Community Resources and Partnerships 
• 195 new cases of tenants in need of assistance 
• 588 units of support & enrichment activities 

New Development 
• 320 Geneva Street phase 1 in St. Catharines – construction 

commenced June 2025; expected completion date is winter 2026 

• 320 Geneva St phase 2 and 3 – remediation work completed in 
summer 2025. Record of Site Condition is expected winter 
2025/26. Professional Design RFP - Q1 2026 

• 745 Crescent Road in Fort Erie – completed warranty period 

Appeals 
= 3 (2 upheld, 1 overturned) 
(compared to 2 in 2024 – Q4 [1 upheld, 1 overturned] 
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-----NFlll 
Niagara Regional Housing 

CWCD 2026-167 
26-238 – 3.3. 
April 24, 2026 

Page 1 of 2 
NRH Q1 (January 1 to March 31, 2026) 

Q1 (January 1, to March 31, 2026) Report 
to Board of Directors 

Recommendation: 

That Niagara Regional Housing Quarterly Report January 1 to March 31, 2026 be 
APPROVED and FORWARDED to the Council Weekly Correspondence 
Distribution for information. 

Submitted by: Approved by: 

Mat Siscoe, Chair Cameron Banach, Chief Executive Officer 

Directors: 

Mat Siscoe, Chair Jeff Jordan, Vice-Chair Tom Insinna, Secretary 
Regional Councillor Regional Councillor Regional Councillor 
St. Catharines Grimsby Fort Erie 

Leanna Villella, Treasurer Betty Ann Baker Betty Lou Souter 
Regional Councillor Community Director Community Director 
Welland Welland St. Catharines & Thorold 

Gary Zalepa David Mole Drew Toth 
Regional Councillor Community Director Community Director 
Niagara-on-the-Lake St. Catharines Thorold 
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CWCD 2026-167 
26-238 – 3.3. 
April 24, 2026 

Page 2 of 2 
NRH Q1 (January 1 to March 31, 2026) 

Work Orders 
= 2,461 issued 
(compared to 2,916in 2025-Q1) 

Capital Program 
• 4 tenders closed (compared to 8 in 2025-Q1) 
• 74 ongoing projects (compared to 44 in 2025-Q1) 
• 72 purchase orders issued (compared to 50 in 2025-Q1) 
• 63 Requests for Proposal / Requests for Quotation (compared to 42 

in 2025-Q1) 
Move Outs 
= 67 
(compared to 67 in 2025-Q1) 

Rent Arrears 
= $451,690.43 / 8.97% of the monthly rent charges 
(compared to $587,644.90 / 12.01% in 2025-Q1) 
91.03% of tenants are in good financial standing 

Community Resources and Partnerships 
• 159 new cases of tenants in need of assistance 
• 870 units of support & enrichment activities 

New Development 
• 320 Geneva Street phase 1 in St. Catharines – construction 

commenced June 2025; expected completion date is winter 2026 

• 320 Geneva St phase 2 and 3 – remediation work completed in 
summer 2025. Record of Site Condition is expected winter 
2025/26. Professional Design RFP - Q1 2026 

• 745 Crescent Road in Fort Erie – completed warranty period 

Appeals 
= 2 (2 upheld, 0 overturned) 
(compared to 1 in 2025 – Q1 [1 upheld, 0 overturned] 
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______________________________________________________________________ 

Chief Administrative Officer 

1815 Sir Isaac Brock Way, Thorold, ON L2V 4T7 

905-980-6000 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 

Memorandum 
CWCD 2026-168 

Subject: Development Charge Reduction Program Update 

Date: Friday, July 17, 2026 

To: Regional Council 

From: Ron Tripp, Chief Administrative Officer 

The purpose of this memo is to provide Council with an update on the status of Niagara 

Region’s applications to the Government of Ontario’s Development Charge Reduction 

Program (DCRP). 

DCRP Key Dates and Deadlines 

 March 30, 2026: The Government of Canada and Government of Ontario 

established the Canada-Ontario Partnership to Build to enable housing and 

infrastructure that will benefit both the provincial and national economy. 

 June 1, 2026: Through the partnership, several co-operatives were launched 

including the DCRP. As an $8.8 billion fund, the DCRP will support municipalities in 

introducing large-scale housing-enabling infrastructure. 

 June 19, 2026: DCRP application intake closed. 

 August 15, 2026: Transfer Payment Agreement (TPA) execution deadline for 

successful applicants, as per DCRP guidelines. 

Summary of Actions Taken 

As per CWCD 2026-136, Niagara Region has submitted an application to the DCRP to 

pursue funding for the South Niagara Wastewater Treatment Plant, Outfall and Trunk 

Sewer Project. Following staff analysis of program criteria, this project was identified as 

the strongest candidate for submission given its alignment with timelines requirements 

and its tie to enabling new housing. 

Following discussions with the Township of West Lincoln, the Region also submitted a 

separate application for three sanitary projects, one water project and a roads project 

that will fast track growth in West Niagara. Further details on this application were 

provided to Council through CWCD 2026-146. 

11 



  

 

 

 

 
  

 

   

      

      

      

   

  

   

  

    

 

  

   

 

    

      

    

 

     

 

      

    

 

 

  

  

________________________________ 

CWCD 2026-168 

July 17, 2026 

Page 2 

Next Steps 

As of July 17, 2026, Niagara Region has not received a response regarding either of its 

DCRP applications. Should Niagara be successful, Council will need to approve several 

actions to ensure the program’s August 15, 2026 TPA execution deadline is met. 

As communicated through CWCD 2026-136 and CWCD 2026-146 the amendments 

and decisions outlined below will be presented at a Special Council meeting on July 30. 

 Budget Amendments to reflect project cost adjustments for the South Niagara 

Wastewater Treatment Plant, Outfall and Trunk Sewer. 

 Capital Budget Amendments to reflect funding received for DCRP project 

applications. 

 Operating Rate Budget Adjustments to reflect monies received in 2026 

through the DCRP. 

 Residential Development Charge Reductions reflective of a 50 per cent 

reduction for three years. Staff are reviewing the best mechanism for supporting 

this change. 

 Increasing Growth Percentage for the South Niagara Wastewater Treatment 

Solution project to reflect updated analysis based on the detailed design. 

 Delegated Authority to give the CAO authority to sign the TPA by the required 

August 15 deadline. 

 Debt authorization for the West Lincoln projects. 

As the Region has not yet heard from the Government concerning the status of its 

application, the report and associated presentation and appendices will be made 

available to Council closer to the July 30 Special Council meeting. 

Respectfully submitted and signed by 

Ron Tripp, P.Eng. 

Chief Administrative Officer 

12 



     

 

 

 

   

   

   

     

 

  

 

  

   

 

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

   

 

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 
Nicholas Debono, City Clerk 

3540 Schmon Parkway, P.O. Box 1044 

Thorold, ON L2V 4A7 

July 15, 2026 

SENT ELECTRONICALLY 

To the Niagara Region, 

Re: 15.1 Resolution Respecting Temporary Housing Shelter Support 

CWCD 2026-169

Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the City of Thorold, at its 

meeting held on July 14, 2026, considered the aforementioned topic and passed the 

following resolution: 

WHEREAS individuals and families fleeing intimate partner violence require 

access to safe and supportive emergency and transitional housing options; 

AND WHEREAS parents fleeing abuse with multiple children may face additional 

barriers in accessing appropriate shelter and housing supports due to the size and 

composition of their family; 

AND WHEREAS successful recovery from abuse is supported not only by safe 

housing, but also by access to appropriate transitional and support services; 

AND WHEREAS access to such services is a regional responsibility and is critical 

to supporting vulnerable residents and families across the Region of Niagara; 

AND WHEREAS the City of Thorold is strategically located within Niagara Region 

and is well-positioned to support access to regional shelter and transitional 

housing services, including counselling, healthcare, employment supports, and 

childcare services; 

AND WHEREAS the City recognizes the potential benefits of having a shelter or 

transitional housing facility located within the municipality to improve access to 

services for those in need; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Corporation of the City of 

Thorold enacts as follows: 

1. That Thorold City Council SUPPORTS the exploration of a shelter and/or 

transitional housing facility within the City of Thorold for individuals and 

families fleeing intimate partner violence, including accommodations that can 

appropriately support parents with multiple children; 
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CWCD 2026-169

2. That Thorold City Council AFFIRMS its willingness to work collaboratively 

with the Region, service providers, and community partners to explore 

opportunities that may facilitate the establishment of such a facility within the 

City; 

3. That Thorold City Council RECOGNIZES that shelter and homelessness 

services are a Regional responsibility, and City staff BE AUTHORIZED to 

collaborate with and support Regional staff in any Region-led exploration of 

opportunities related to the establishment of a shelter and/or transitional 

housing facility within the City of Thorold; and 

4. That a copy of this resolution BE FORWARDED to: 

• The Premier of Ontario 

• The Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 

• The Ontario Minister of Children, Community and Social Services 

• The Ontario Minister of Health 

• The Attorney General of Ontario 

• Local Members of Provincial Parliament 

• Niagara Region 

• Niagara Regional Council 

• Local housing authorities 

Thank you, 

Nicholas Debono 

City Clerk, City of Thorold 

City of Thorold 
P.O. Box 1044, 3540 Schmon Parkway, 

Thorold, Ontario L2V 4A7 Page 2 of 2 
Tel: 905-227-6613 14 



Grape Growers 
of ONT A RI 0 

July 10, 2026 

c/o Regional Chair's Office Members of Regional Council 
Regional Municipality of Niagara 
2201 St David's Road 
Thorold, ON L2V 4T7 

Dear Members of Regional Council, 

On behalf of the Grape Growers of Ontario and in partnership with Meridian Credit 
Union, as well as Verge Insurance and Lakeview Vineyard Equipment, I would like to 
invite you to the 2026 Annual Celebrity Luncheon, which will be held on Wednesday, 
September 16th, at Club Roma in St. Catharines. The event will begin with a wine 
reception at 11:30 a.m., followed by lunch at 12 noon. 

This year's celebrity guest speaker is Michael "Pinball" Clemons, Canadian Football 
League legend, Canadian Sports Hall of Fame inductee, philanthropist, author, and 
General Manager of the Toronto Argonauts. Widely recognized as one of the most 
respected and inspirational figures in Canadian sports, Michael earned his nickname 
through his electrifying playing style and went on to become one of the CFL's most 
celebrated athletes. 

Beyond his accomplishments on the football field, Michael is known for his commitment 
to leadership, community service, and helping others achieve their full potential. Through  
the Michael "Pinball" Clemons Foundation, he has dedicated himself to supporting 
disadvantaged youth and building opportunities for future generations. His message of 
perseverance, teamwork, resilience, and purpose continues to inspire audiences across 
Canada and beyond. We are honoured to welcome him to this year's event. 

Tickets for the luncheon are $79.65 + HST per person or $590 + HST for a table of 8. To  
reserve seats, please see the enclosed ticket order form . Immediately following the 
luncheon, we will proceed with the inauguration of the 2026 Grape King and, as such, 
will advise you of the location during the luncheon. 

Sincerely, 

Debbie Zim erman 
CEO, Grape Growers of Ontario 
d.zimmerman@grapegrowersofontario.com 

Rooted in Ontario 
1634 South Service Road, St. Catharines, ON L2R 6P9 
P. 905.688.0990 F. 905.688.3211 
E. info@grapegrowersofontario.com 
grapegrowersofontario.com 
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Program Info   
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Learn More 

CWCD 2026-171

July 16, 2026 

Raise Your Profile with the AMO Conference Communications Toolkit 

This toolkit makes it easy to showcase your municipality's priorities, initiatives, and 
conference participation across your social media channels. Click below to access the 
toolkit guide, key messages, customizable graphic templates, and practical tips. 

y 

Get the Toolkit 

Help Inform AMO's Local Leadership 
Foundations (LLF) Program 

At the AMO Conference this year, we're 
inviting delegates to share your 
experiences and insights to help to inform 
the new program. Be sure to visit and 
chat with LLF program facilitator Kate 
Graham at the "Chat with Kate" interview 
corner. 

AMO is Hiring: Senior Advisor 
Apply by July 30 

Are you, or someone you know, an 
experienced economist and policy 
professional to lead the research, 
analysis, and advocacy efforts that 
advance municipal priorities. Click below 
to learn more about the role and how to 
apply. 

Federal Updates 

Antenna Siting Process Consultation 
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The federal government is consulting on changes to how cell towers are sited, 
including changes to public and municipal consultation. Click here for more 
information. 

Provincial Updates 

Municipal Energy Plan Grant Program Review 

The Ministry of Energy and Mines is consulting on how to improve the Municipal 
Energy Plan grant program so municipalities can advance energy infrastructure 
initiatives. Comment by August 22. 

Ministry of Natural Resources Project Evaluation Changes 

The Ministry is seeking feedback on a new Project Evaluation Policy to replace the 
Class Environmental Assessment for Resource Stewardship and Facility Development 
Projects (EA-RSFD) by August 24, 2026. Register for the July 30 virtual information 
session to learn more. 

Events & Education 

• AUG 16 - 19 - 2026 AMO Annual Conference 

The municipal voice is strongest when united and the AMO Conference is 
where the strength of this work meets direct access to decision makers. If you 
haven’t already, be sure to register. Your participation matters. Register here. 

LAS AMO Business Services 

Blog - Accelerating Digital Services 

Digital solutions are the future for #OnMuni, but the day-to-day reality of how such 
solutions will impact citizens and municipal workers is not always clear. Read more 
here. 
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Earn more on your short term monies 

ONE Investment offers two high-interest savings account (HISA) options to help 
municipalities earn a guaranteed variable rate of return for municipal investments that 
are linked to the bank Prime Rate. Learn more. 

New Canoe Procurement Invoicing Process 

Invoicing through Canoe is changing on August 1 – instead of sending ETFs/Cheques 
to LAS they will go directly to Canoe. Check your invoices to make sure payment goes 
to the right place. Contact Sherry at (825) 319-2444 to update your payment details. 

Careers 

Manager, Financial Strategy - City of Kingston. Closing Date: August 2, 2026 

Senior Advisor, Strategic Planning - Alcohol and Gaming Commission of Ontario. 
Closing Date: July 24, 2026 

Manager of Resident Care - City of Greater Sudbury. Closing Date: August 11, 2026 

Assistant Property Manager - Regional Municipality of Durham. Closing Date: July 21, 
2026 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT 

AMO Calls for Bill 100 Reversal 

AMO calls for the province to restore local voice and keep local governance 
accountable to the communities they serve by reversing the appointment of Regional 
Chairs through Bill 100, Better Regional Governance Act. Read the AMO Policy 
Update. 

Canada-Ontario Development Charges Reduction Program 

On June 1, the federal and Ontario governments launched ⁠The Canada-Ontario 
Development Charge Reduction Program. Municipalities have until June 19, 2026 to 
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submit projects for funding consideration. Read AMO's Policy Update for more 
information. 

New Code of Conduct Bill Passes, 

Bill 9, the Municipal Accountability Act, passed third reading, a significant achievement 
for the municipal sector. Read the AMO Policy Update. 

y 

Read More Past Issues 

AMO Contacts 
AMO Watchfile Tel: 416.971.9856 
Conferences/Events 
Policy and Funding Programs 
LAS Local Authority Services 
MEPCO Municipal Employer Pension Centre of Ontario 
ONE Investment 
Media Inquiries 
Municipal Wire, Career/Employment and Council Resolution Distributions 
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