
Virtual Open House
November 30, 2023

Niagara Region
Model Urban Design 
Guidelines Update



Agenda:

1. /  Project Timeline
2. /  Existing Guidelines
3. / Opportunities for the Update

• Guiding Principles
• Streets and Paths
• Buildings
• Open Spaces and Parks
• Sustainability

4. /  Discussion
5. /  Next Steps



1. Project Timeline
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Project Timeline

we are 
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2. Existing Guidelines
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Urban Design Guidelines
→ Guidelines municipalities use to control the quality of development

→ Why?
To offer practitioners and the public best practices for a wide 
variety of urban design conditions while setting high quality 
standards for public realm and private development 

→ How?
Through a user friendly and highly graphic document that will 
serve as a clear reference

→ Who?
With the engagement of Regional and municipal staff, interested 
groups, the public and development community

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Model Urban Design Guidelines for the Niagara Region will be intended to be used by local municipalities.By local municipalities to prepare Urban Design Policies and municipal guidelines. By local municipalities in the absence of their own municipal guidelines.By local municipalities and the region in the preparation of secondary plans (The Region assists local municipalities prepare secondary plans when they don’t have the staff complement to do it).    
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Document Overview

→ When?
2005

→ What?
Urban Design Guidelines 
for the Public Realm and 
Private Realm
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Document Overview

Public 
Realm

2005
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Document Overview

Private 
Realm

2005



3. Opportunities for the Update

3. Opportunities for the Update



Niagara Region Model Urban Design Guidelines Update – Virtual Open House/ 30

3.0/

11

Best Practice Review

1. Complete and Healthy Communities
2. Integration of Built Form into Public Realm
3. Sustainable Development and Mobility
4. Climate Resilience
5. Universal Design, Accessibility 
6. Culture, Inclusion, Diversity and Reconciliation
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Draft Guiding Principles

New development 
will respect and 
enhance the unique 
character of 
Niagara’s 
communities

Development and open 
spaces will be 
sustainable and 
resilient 

A mix of uses will 
support vibrant and 
complete 
communities

Compact built form 
will optimize use of 
land and resources

1 2

3 4
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Draft Guiding Principles

Walkable, bikeable, 
transit-oriented 
communities will 
support well-being and 
a healthy Niagara

A range of housing 
opportunities will 
support 
affordability and 
families

Positive urban 
design will create 
safe, comfortable, 
and memorable 
places

Development of urban 
areas will help protect 
and preserve 
agricultural land and 
natural resources

Discussion: Comments and additions?

5 6

7 8
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Streets

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Trails and Paths

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Building Types

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Building Types
/Low-rise Buildings

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Building Types
/ Mid-rise Buildings

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Building Types
/ Tall Buildings

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Building Types
/ Infill Buildings

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Open Spaces
/ Parks and POPS
Opportunity:
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Open Spaces
/ Public Squares
Opportunity:
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Sustainability
Design for Sun and Shadow

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Sustainability:
Wind Mitigation

Opportunity:
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Sustainability:
Urban Heat Resilience

Opportunity:
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Sustainability
Stormwater Management

Existing Guidelines: Opportunity:
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Sustainability:
Transit-Oriented Communities
Opportunity:



4. Discussion



5. Next Steps
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Next Steps

Project Webpage:
https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/urban-design-
guidelines/default.aspx

Share Your Thoughts:
Khaldoon.Ahmad@niagararegion.ca

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/urban-design-guidelines/default.aspx
https://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/urban-design-guidelines/default.aspx
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