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1. Background and Introduction  

GM BluePlan Limited has been retained by the Regional Municipality of Niagara to 

undertake a Schedule C Class Environmental Assessment (Class EA) entitled South 

Niagara Falls Wastewater Solutions. This study will develop and implement a wastewater 

servicing strategy and conceptual design for a new wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) 

and associated collection and conveyance facilities in south Niagara Falls.  

The study is being undertaken as a Schedule ‘C’ project in accordance with the 

requirements of the Municipal Class Environmental Assessment process, prepared by 

the Municipal Engineers Association (MEA) (October 2000, as amended in 2007, 2011 

and 2015).  

The objective of the South Niagara Falls Wastewater Solutions Class EA is to determine: 

• Where to locate the new wastewater treatment plant in South Niagara Falls, 

• Which body of water will receive the clean, treated water from the new plant, and, 

• How best to integrate the wastewater network to address growth, make the 

system as efficient as possible, and manage wet weather. 

The study area covers the southern area of Niagara Falls, specifically south of Lundy’s 

Lane. This area was considered ideal to address projected growth based on the Niagara 

2041 planning exercise and could include sanitary flows being directed from Thorold 

South and areas north of Lundy’s Lane. This area encompasses various watercourses 

and waterbodies, including the Welland River, Hydro Electric Power Canal (Ontario 

Power Generation operations), Chippawa Creek, and Niagara River. The study area 

primarily covers industrial and commercial land use with moderate open space land 

designations.  
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A key part of the public consultation component is a Public Information Centre (PIC), 

which serves as a forum for information exchange between the public, stakeholders and 

the project team.  

The PIC No. 4 Summary Report represents one element of the overall Class EA 

documentation. This report documents the following: 

• Information presented at PIC No. 4, 

• Summary of virtual participation, and, 

• A record of comments received, and responses provided by the project team, to 

track correspondence in a transparent and traceable manner. 
 

 

Figure 1 – South Niagara Falls Wastewater Solutions Study Area 
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1.1 Class EA Context 

The study involves completion of Phases 1 through 5 of the MEA Municipal Class EA 

Process. Public consultation is a vital component of the Class EA process and ensures 

transparency through encouraging stakeholder and public involvement.  

The workplan initially planned for three (3) PICs. Given the complexity and integrated 

study components, the Project Team decided to include an additional information session 

ahead of evaluating the preliminary preferred solution (i.e., the wastewater treatment 

plant site, outfall location, and collection system strategy). This additional session 

provided the public and stakeholders the opportunity to challenge and understand the 

detailed evaluation process.  

In total there were four (4) PICs:  

• PIC No. 1 was held on May 28, 2019 to introduce the project, identify the problem 

and opportunity statement, and present baseline environmental features for the 

study area.  

• PIC No. 2 was held on November 20, 2019 as an additional information session. 

This event presented the long list of potential wastewater treatment plant sites and 

showed the Project Team’s proposed detailed evaluation and weighted criteria that 

would be used to select the preliminary preferred solution for the three project 

components. 

• PIC No. 3 was held on March 11, 2020. This event presented the stepped 

evaluation process for long to short list solutions, and short list to preliminary 

preferred solution. This resulted in the preliminary preferred solution including the: 

wastewater treatment plant site, outfall location, and collection system strategy.   

• PIC No. 4 was held virtually from February 9-23, 2022. This event presented the 

study recommendations and preliminary preferred design concepts for the new 

wastewater treatment plant site, outfall location, and supporting sewer alignments 

for City of Niagara Falls and Thorold South.   
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Figure 2 – This Figure illustrates the Municipal Class EA Planning and Design Process 
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2. PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE NO. 4 

2.1 Purpose 

This PIC was the fourth and final Class EA public event. Due to the COVID-19 health 

situation, PIC No. 4 was held virtually from February 9-23, 2022 and presented the 

following information:  

• Recommendations and preliminary preferred design concepts for three (3) 

key project components:  

➢ Wastewater Treatment Plant Site (6811 Reixinger Road, Niagara 

Falls, ON),   

➢ Outfall location and receiving waterbody (Chippawa Creek), and, 

➢ Collection system strategy. 

PIC No. 4 included a live presentation and new material for review on the project 

website. The review material included presentation slides and interactive mapping 

through ESRI Story Maps to better illustrate the detailed Class EA evaluation process 

and study recommendations.   

2.2 Notifications 

In line with the previous PICs, stakeholders and the public were informed by local 

newspaper advertisements, mail and/or e-mail (study contact list), Niagara Region 

Facebook and Twitter accounts, and through the Niagara Region website.  

To ensure the local community was aware of siting and alignment recommendations, 

notices were distributed via the Canada Post Precision Targetter platform to properties 

within 5-kilometres of the preferred Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) site and 1km 

from the new Sewage Pumping Station (SPS) site in Thorold South. All properties along 

recommended sewer routes and within proximity to proposed construction locations 

received the study notice.  

The PIC No. 4 notice is available in Appendix A. 

2.2.1 Newspaper Advertisements 

The Notice of PIC No. 4 was first published on January 20, 2022. The Notice was included 

in the following publications: 

• Niagara this Week – January 20 and 27, 2022 

• Thorold Today – January 22 and 29, 2022 
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• Niagara Falls Review – January 22 and 29, 2022 

2.2.2 Online Advertisements 

The Region used additional methods of online publication. This involved the use of the 

Region’s Twitter and Facebook accounts to better inform residents.  

The notice was also posted on the Project Website. The website includes a sign-up 

option for the public to stay involved and receive future project notifications: 

www.niagararegion.ca/projects/south-niagara-falls-treatment-plant/ 

In February 2022, the project website had 126 visits, 190 webpage views, 90 unique 

visitors, and 39 returning visitors. 

2.2.3 Community Mailout  

As mentioned in Section 2.2, the PIC No. 4 notice was distributed to residents within a 

5-kilometre radius of the WWTP site (6811 Reixinger Road), and 1-kilometre radius 

around the new Thorold SPS site (701 Allanburg Road).  

The mailed list covered all properties along recommended sewer routes (including the 

trunk sewer and Thorold south servicing) and within proximity to all proposed 

construction locations. The mailout was distributed to: 

• 13,081 houses 

• 2,025 apartments 

• 26 farms 

• 611 businesses 

The community mailout report is available in Appendix B.  

2.2.4 Contact List Mailout 

The Notice of PIC No. 4 was dated January 27, 2022 and mailed and/or e-mailed to local 

government, review agencies and other stakeholders. Notification was sent to the 

following groups: 

Provincial 

• Infrastructure Ontario 

• Metrolinx/GO Transit 

• Ministry of Agriculture, Food and 

Rural Affairs 

• Ministry of Economic 

Development, Employment and 

Infrastructure 

• Ministry of Indigenous Affairs 

• Ministry of Infrastructure 

http://www.niagararegion.ca/projects/south-niagara-falls-treatment-plant/
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• Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing 

• Ministry of Northern 

Development, Mines, Natural 

Resources and Forestry 

• Ministry of the Attorney General 

• Ministry of the Environment, 

Conservation and Parks 

• Ministry of Tourism, Culture and 

Sport 

• Ministry of Transportation 

• Niagara Escarpment Commission 

• Niagara Falls Bridge Commission 

• Niagara Parks Commission 

• Ontario Provincial Police 

• Peace Bridge Authority 

Federal  

• Canadian Environmental 

Assessment Agency 

• Canadian Section, International 

Niagara Board of Control 

• Department of Fisheries, Oceans 

and the Canadian Coast Guard 

• Department of Indigenous and 

Northern Affairs 

• Federal Economic Development 

Agency for Southern Ontario 

• Health Canada 

• Transport Canada, Environment 

and Engineering 

• Transport Canada, Navigable 

Water Protection Program

 

Indigenous Communities 

• Haudenosaunee Confederacy 

Chiefs Council  

• Six Nations of the Grand River

• Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation 

Conservation Authorities 

• Niagara Peninsula Conservation Authority 

Rail/Transit 

• Canada Pacific Railway 

• CN Rail 

• Go Transit 

• TransCanada Pipelines

Utilities  

• Bell Canada 

• CAA Niagara 

• Canadian Automobile 

Association- South Central 

Ontario 

• Cogeco Cable Niagara 

• Canadian Niagara Power Inc. 

• Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc. 

• Enbridge Pipelines Inc. 
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3. NEXT STEPS 

Following this final round of public consultation, the project team will: 

• Consider all feedback received through the PIC No. 4 live presentation and two-

week online comment period, 

• Finalize site specific investigation and results, 

• Submit appropriate disciplined studies to Indigenous Communities and 

respective Ministries, 

• Document all study recommendations and consultation through an 

Environmental Study Report which will be placed on public review in spring 2022, 

• Comments received during the public review period will be incorporated and 

considered during Class EA filing and will be brought forward into detailed 

design.  
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #4

South Niagara Falls
Wastewater Solutions
MUNICIPAL SCHEDULE ‘C’ CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

COME ENGAGE ON THE PREFERRED DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR THE PLANT AND SEWERS

Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022 | 6 – 7 p.m.

To attend the live virtual
presentation, please
register on the project
webpage. You will
receive a personalized
access link. To register
or view presentation
materials use the link
below or scan the
QR code with your
smartphone.
niagararegion.ca/projects/south-niagara-falls-
treatment-plant

On the project webpage you may also submit feedback
and/or join the study mailing list.Comments for Public
Information Centre No. 4 will be accepted between
Feb. 9 – 23, 2022. If you require hardcopies of review
materials, please contact the undersigned.

About the study
Niagara Region is planning ahead. We are working with the
Cities of Niagara Falls and Thorold on an important study for a
new wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) in South Niagara Falls.
We are also studying how we can make the overall sewer
system better.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Your input is important throughout the process. You are invited to
a Public Information Centre to learn more about the study and the
recommendations. The Region will be presenting the preferred
design concepts for the new plant, trunk sewer, and Thorold
servicing. This includes the proposed WWTP site (6811 Reixinger
Road, Niagara Falls, ON), plant outfall discharge location
(Welland River East), and associated sewer strategy (Montrose
Road and Thorold South) and alignments.

The public will have the opportunity to listen to a presentation
of the recommendations as well as ask questions and provide
comments at the following time:

CONTACT
Ms. Lisa Vespi, P.Eng., PMP
Manager, Capital Projects
Water-Wastewater Engineering
Niagara Region
3501 Schmon Parkway,
PO Box 1042
Thorold, Ontario, L2V 4T7
905-980-6000 ext. 3640
New.Treatment.Plant@
niagararegion.ca

Mr. Chris Hamel, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
GM BluePlan
Engineering Limited
3300 Highway 7, Suite 402
Vaughan, Ontario, L4K 4M3
416-703-0667
Chris.Hamel@gmblueplan.ca

If you require any accommodations to participate, contact the
Niagara Region’s Accessibility Coordinator at 905-685-4225
ext. 3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public
meetings we be collected, used and disclosed by members of
the Regional Council and Regional staff in accordance with the
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
The written submissions including names, contact information
and reports of the public meeting will be made available.
Questions should be referred to the Privacy Office at 905-980-
6000 ext. 3779 or FOI@niagararegion.ca

As I write this column, the weather out-
side my window looks like a typical Janu-
ary day in Niagara. I would not have said
the same thing a few days ago, when up to
50 centimetres of snow fell in less than 24
hours. It was certainly a reminder for
some of us old enough to remember a dif-
ferent storm that occurred on Jan. 28 some
45 years ago.

The Blizzard of '77 is largely attributed
to the fact that Lake Erie was entirely fro-
zen, which was extremely rare. The Na-
tional Weather Service indicated it had
snowed every day since Christmas Day of
1976, which led to a whopping 150 cm of
snow falling prior to the blizzard. Strong
winds that peaked at more than 110 km/h
blew more than 25,000 square kilometres
of snow off the lake and inland to bury
many people in their homes and cars. High
winds also contributed to a paralyzing
wind chill factor that was colder than -45 C.
In these conditions, it would take as little
as 10 minutes for frostbite to set in.

As you can imagine, the area roads were
a mess. Snowdrifts closed the QEW from
St. Catharines to Fort Erie. At first, many
didn't believe that the roads were closed
and they attempted to drive on them. This
led to many vehicles being left stranded,
preventing snowplows from clearing the
streets. Some snowplow operators report-
ed shearing the tops off buried cars! Once
the snow tapered off, residents were asked
to go out and put markers on mailboxes,
fire hydrants and other roadside obstruc-
tions that were buried in drifts so snow-
plow operators could begin to clear the
streets safely.

A state of emergency was declared in
Niagara on Friday, Jan. 28 at 3 p.m. and
shortly after, an urgent call went out for
snowmobiles. By Friday evening, about 100
machines were skimming over the drifts, 

OPINION

RECALLING THE
BLIZZARD OF '77
SNOWMOBILES, MILITARY AID
WERE NEEDED TO HELP DIG OUT,
CATHY ROY WRITES

See EFFECTS, page 52

CATHY ROY
Column
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC INFORMATION CENTRE #4

South Niagara Falls
Wastewater Solutions
MUNICIPAL SCHEDULE ‘C’ CLASS ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

COME ENGAGE ON THE PREFERRED DESIGN CONCEPTS FOR THE PLANT AND SEWERS

Wednesday, Feb. 9, 2022 | 6 – 7 p.m.

To attend the live virtual presentation, please
register on the project webpage. You will receive
a personalized access link. To register or view
presentation materials use the link below or scan the
QR code with your smartphone.
niagararegion.ca/projects/south-niagara-falls-
treatment-plant

On the project webpage
you may also submit
feedback and/or join
the study mailing list.
Comments for Public
Information Centre No. 4
will be accepted between
Feb. 9 – 23, 2022. If you
require hardcopies of
review materials, please
contact the undersigned.

About the study
Niagara Region is planning ahead. We are working with the
Cities of Niagara Falls and Thorold on an important study for
a new wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) in South Niagara
Falls. We are also studying how we can make the overall
sewer system better.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Your input is important throughout the process. You are
invited to a Public Information Centre to learn more about
the study and the recommendations. The Region will be
presenting the preferred design concepts for the new
plant, trunk sewer, and Thorold servicing. This includes the
proposed WWTP site (6811 Reixinger Road, Niagara Falls,
ON), plant outfall discharge location (Welland River East),
and associated sewer strategy (Montrose Road and Thorold
South) and alignments.

The public will have the opportunity to listen to a presentation
of the recommendations as well as ask questions and
provide comments at the following time:

CONTACT
Ms. Lisa Vespi, P.Eng., PMP
Manager, Capital Projects Water-Wastewater Engineering
Niagara Region
3501 Schmon Parkway, PO Box 1042
Thorold, Ontario, L2V 4T7
905-980-6000 ext. 3640
New.Treatment.Plant@niagararegion.ca

Mr. Chris Hamel, P.Eng.
Consultant Project Manager
GM BluePlan Engineering Limited
3300 Highway 7, Suite 402
Vaughan, Ontario, L4K 4M3
416-703-0667
Chris.Hamel@gmblueplan.ca

If you require any accommodations to participate, contact the
Niagara Region’s Accessibility Coordinator at 905-685-
4225 ext. 3252 or accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

Personal information collected or submitted in writing at public
meetings we be collected, used and disclosed by members
of the Regional Council and Regional staff in accordance
with the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of
Privacy Act. The written submissions including names, contact
information and reports of the public meeting will be made
available. Questions should be referred to the Privacy Office
at 905-980-6000 ext. 3779 or FOI@niagararegion.ca

BUILT ON TRUST
SUBSCRIBE TODAY

1-866-318-5060

32
51

93
5

141 yeaRS Of TRUST

In this era of fake news and alternative facts, journalism is more important

than ever. The Niagara Falls Review and its journalists are still dedicated to

bringing you trusted stories that matter to you and your community.
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COMMUNITY MAILOUT



Your Targeting Report

Route Ranking Report
 

Reaching the right people with the right message is a key driver of campaign success. The map below shows your selected
trade area and the routes that make up your coverage. The routes are colour coded according to the penetration of your
selected demographic variable(s) to show how closely it matches your ideal prospect.

 

Copyright © Canada Post Corporation, 2019
Source: Derived from Statistics Canada, 2019 Census Profile and 2014 Census Dissemination Area Boundary File.
No confidential information about an individual, family, household, organisation or business has been obtained from Statistics Canada
Canada Post Confidential ­ This report is provided for use in accordance with the terms of use available at http://www.canadapost.ca/cpo/mc/personal/help/legal.jsf. Any other use is strictly prohibited. This report is
provided "as is" and Canada Post disclaims any warranty whatsoever. All rights not expressly granted are reserved by Canada Post and its licensors. This report may be used only during the validity period noted
above and must be destroyed following the expiry of such validity period.
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Your Targeting Report

Route Ranking Report
 

Below you will find your Route Ranking Report, which provides you with a tabular view of the routes within your trade area ranked according to the value of
the selected demographic variable(s). By looking at the "Cumulative Penetration" and the "Cumulative Points of Call" columns, you can easily determine
which routes you need to target in order to meet your desired quota.

 
GM BLUEPLAN ENGINEERING
 

FSA Delivery Mode
(Route)

Depot All Points Of Call Distance (KM) Cumulative Points of
Call

L2G SS0008 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 879 0 879

L2V LC0049 ST CATHARINES LCD 2 552 0.08 1431

L2V SS0104 ST CATHARINES LCD 2 375 0.65 1806

L0S RR0002 ALLANBURG PO 152 0.93 1958

L2E SS0006 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 78 1.24 2036

L2V LC0048 ST CATHARINES LCD 2 512 1.35 2548

L0S LB0001 PORT ROBINSON PO 287 1.86 2835

L0S RR0001 PORT ROBINSON PO 324 1.86 3159

L2H SS0006 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 614 2.59 3773

L2G SS0009 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 417 2.84 4190

L3B RR0001 WELLAND LCD MAIN 493 3.62 4683

L2G SS0007 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 71 3.68 4754

L2G LC0019 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 1075 3.8 5829

L2G LC0015 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 706 4.21 6535

L2G LC0021 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 717 4.35 7252

L2H SS0004 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 1017 4.37 8269

L2G LC0023 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 646 4.42 8915

L2G LC0017 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 473 4.58 9388

L2G LC0013 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 454 4.59 9842

L2H SS0009 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 242 4.75 10084

L2H SS0007 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 795 5.05 10879

L2G LC0027 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 625 5.13 11504

L2G LC0002 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 95 5.15 11599

L2G LC0025 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 578 5.21 12177

L2H LC0019 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 9 5.37 12186

L2G LC0033 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 797 5.75 12983

L2G LC0029 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 646 6.03 13629

L2G LC0011 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 506 6.22 14135

L2G LC0031 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 588 6.36 14723

L2G CF0000 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 1 6.73 14724

L2H LC0049 NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN 1019 6.78 15743

Copyright © Canada Post Corporation, 2019
Source: Derived from Statistics Canada, 2019 Census Profile and 2014 Census Dissemination Area Boundary File.
No confidential information about an individual, family, household, organisation or business has been obtained from Statistics Canada
Canada Post Confidential ­ This report is provided for use in accordance with the terms of use available at http://www.canadapost.ca/cpo/mc/personal/help/legal.jsf. Any other use is strictly prohibited. This report is
provided "as is" and Canada Post disclaims any warranty whatsoever. All rights not expressly granted are reserved by Canada Post and its licensors. This report may be used only during the validity period noted
above and must be destroyed following the expiry of such validity period.

3

http://www.canadapost.ca


Your Targeting Report

Postal Station Summary
 

To avoid transportation charges, you may want to deposit your Neighbourhood MailTM directly at each postal station responsible
for your mailing. The table below provides you with a list of post offices where you need to induct your mailing, and how many
pieces must be deposited at each location.

 

  HOUSES APARTMENTS FARMS BUSINESSES
TOTAL POINTS

OF CALL

PORT ROBINSON PO45 BRIDGE ST E PORT ROBINSON ON L0S 1K0

TOTAL 553 15 6 37 611

NIAGARA FALLS LCD MAIN4500 QUEEN ST NIAGARA FALLS ON L2E 2L0

TOTAL 10560 1948 20 520 13048

ST CATHARINES LCD 21­234 BUNTING RD ST CATHARINES ON L2M 3Y0

TOTAL 1356 55 0 28 1439

WELLAND LCD MAIN26 DIVISION ST WELLAND ON L3B 3Z0

TOTAL 477 0 0 16 493

ALLANBURG PO2336 CENTRE ST ALLANBURG ON L0S 1A0

TOTAL 135 7 0 10 152

 

GRAND TOTAL 13081 2025 26 611 15743
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Your Targeting Report

Trade Area Marketing Insights
 

Below, you will find some insights to your trade area. The provided charts give a simple visual representation of some key characteristics of your target area in order
to help you better understand the dynamics of your market.

Address Attributes
 

This chart provides you with a breakdown of various delivery points within your trade area, based on your selected address attributes.
 
The majority of your area is characterized by:
Houses

 

Did you know...
 
We can help you discover and harvest untapped market potential? We do so by generating a list of additional high value routes, typically
located just outside your selected trade area, that meet or exceed your targeting criteria. To take advantage of this offering, simply accept
our high value walk suggestions within the online application or request this feature when having an analysis run by our team of geospatial
analysts.
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PIC NO. 4 DISPLAY BOARDS  
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