CSD 33-2012
February 22, 2012

Niagara'/l/ Region

REPORT TO: Co-Chairs and Members 6f the Corporate Services Committee

SUBJECT: Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF)
Allocations for 2012

RECOMMENDATION

That this report BE RECEIVED for information.
PURPOSE

Business or Financial reporting.

BUSINESS IMPLICATION

Not applicable.

REPORT

On January 23, 2012 The Ministry of Finance announced the release of the Ontario
Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF) allocations for 2012. See attached announcement.

The OMPF, which replaced the Community Reinvestment Fund (CRF) in 2005, is the
Province’s main transfer payment to municipalities. Its objectives are to:

assist municipalities with their social program costs;

support areas with limited property assessment;

address challenges faced by northern and rural communities; and
respond to policing costs in rural communities.

As part of the Provincial-Municipal Fiscal Service Delivery Review and beginning in
2008, Niagara started to receive uploading benefit from the province. Since that time,
municipal benefits have been calculated as a combination of both OMPF grants and
provincial uploads. In 2010 Niagara stopped receiving OMPF funding. The attached
appendix 1 illustrates the uploads to date as well as the uses of the upload.
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Starting in 2012, the combined upload benefit includes the upload of court security and
prisoner transportation costs, as well as additional Ontario Works administration funding
provided by the Province. In the 2012 Regional budget, the Ontario Works upload will
continue to be used to help offset the costs of rising caseloads, whereas the new upload
for court security costs will be allocated to help reduce the police employee future
benefit liability.

Also attached to this report (Appendix 2) is an aggregation of the OMPF
announcements for the Region’s 12 local municipalities. The OMPF data sheets include
funding for the following areas: OMPF Grant Components, Transitional Assistance and
other Ongoing Provincial Support Payments. For purposes of this report OMPF funding
is considered to be comprised of OMPF grant components and transitional assistance.
The total amount expected to be received in aggregate for the local municipalities’
amounts to $13 million. This is a reduction of $688 thousand or 5% lower than what was
received in 2011. Also included on this schedule are the amounts included for other
ongoing provincial supports of gas tax revenue for those eligible municipalities ($5.4M).

Detailed information on the OMPF announcement for each local municipality can be found
on the Ministry’s website following this link

http://www.fin.gov.on.ca/en/budget/ompf/2012

PREVIOUS REPORTS PERTINENT TO THIS MATTER
Not applicable.

Submitted by: Approved by:

Mg~

Brian Hutchings, B.Gpbmm, CGA Mike Trojan
Commissioner of Camporate Services/Treasurer Chief Administrative Qfficer

This report was prepared by Margaret Murphy, Associate Director, Current and Capital Budgets,
and reviewed by Bryan Boles, Director, and Financial Management & Planning/Deputy Treasurer.

Attachment
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