
Bill 2665 THE REGIONAL rJlUNICIPALI TY Of NV\GARA 

BY-LAW NO 2705-80 

A BY-LAW TO PROHIBIT AND nEGULATE THE 
PLACING OR ERECTION OF' SIGNS. NOTICES 
AND ADVERTISING DEVICES WITHIN OR 
ADJACENT IQ nE9.!�� _________ _ 

WHEREAS by virtue of Section 76 of The Regional Municipality of Niagara 

Act, R 5 0 1970, Chapter 406, the Regional Council is authorized, by 

by,·,latr1 to prohibit or regulate the placing or erecting of any sign, 

notic� or advertising device within four hundred (�OO m) metr'es of an) 

I11nit of a regional road 

AND WIIEREAS it is the desire of the Regional Cc)uncil to provide for 

such prohibition or regulation of signs, notice ond adver tising devices 

THEREFORE, the Council of The Regional Municipality of Niagara enacts 

as follows: 

1 
1 

2 1 

SECTION ONE - TITLE --------------

SHOR:E._l.L� 

This by·-law may be cited as the "Sign By-�law" 

SECTION TWO - DEFI��� 

In this by-law, unl ess the cont-ext other'wise requires, 

(a) "advertising device" includes a stf"ucture or display 

used or intended to be used for the purpose of giving 

information or" notice about, or attracting attention 

to, an object, product, place, activity, per'son, 

service, institution, organization or business 

(b) "area municipality" means an area municipality as 

defined in the Regional Municipality of Niagara Act 

(c) "canopy" means an overhanging COver, shelter or shade 

which is attached to or projects from the wall of a 

building 

(d) '!centreline" shall mean the centreline of con­

struction of the travelled roadway or, if none, then 

the centr"eline of x'"oad allowance 

(e) "Chief of Police" means the Chief of Ihe Niagara 

Regional Police Force or his authorized agent 

(t) "directional sign" means a sign for the public 

safety and convenience, regulating, guiding or 

warning ttaffic o n  private pJ"operty, identifying 

a functional subdivision of premises such as wash-· 

rooms or telephone, or denoting sections of a 

building such as of 'f i c e , shipping dock, lubrication 

bay, etc and containing no commercial advertising 
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( g) "Direct.or" of Engineer ing" means the Dir'ectol" 

of Engineering for' the Regional Municipality of 

Niagara. or suell person(s) as he may designate to 

act as his a gent 

(h) "facia sign" means a single-faced sign which is 

attached directly to the wall of a building and 

is parallel t.o and extends not more than 45 0 cm 

from the face of such wall For the purposes of 

this by-law a canopy shall not be considered to be 

part of the building wall to which it is attached 

(j.) "flashing light" means an ill uminated device that 

operates in an alter'nating on-off, rotating, or 

pulsating manner 

(j) "illuminating device" means any device employing 

artificial lighting which is intended to illuminate 

a sign or to draw attention to any object or place 

This shall include artificial lighting devices used 

to illuminate parking areas and areas upon which 

goods ate displayed whether for sale or for display 

purposes only 

(k) "interior sign" means a Sign erected within the 

interior of a building 

( 1 )  "person" includes a partnership or cor[)oration 

(m) "pol'table ground sign" means a sign situated on 

the ground but not permanently affixed thereto and 

without restricting the generality of" the foregoing 

is deemed to include signs that may be moved from 

place to place on wheels 

(n) "projecting sign" means a sign attached at one end 

to a building or other support and proj ecting out--­

wards therefrom 

(0) "Region" means Ihe Regional Municipality of Niagara 

(p) "Regional Council" meanS the council of Ihe Regional 

Municipality of Niagara 

(q) 'Regional Road" means any road or part thereof 

forming part of the Regional Road Systemj and includes 

the entire right-of--way of such road 

(r) "Sign!! includes any repr'esentation of a name, 

identification, description or' symbol, and any dis­

play. illustration or advertising device, illuminated 

or otherwise, and any flashing light directing 

attention to an object, product. place, activity, 

per'son. service. institution. organ1 zation or business 
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(s) "temporary sign" means a sign intended to be 

on display for a definable and specific limited 

period of time in connection with public holidays, 

public events, charitable organizations or similar 

functions or events 

Ct) "traffic sign" means a sign, mal:king or device, 

other than a traffic signal light, lawfully placed 

for the purpose of informing, guiding, regulating 

or prohibiting traffic 
(u) 'traffic signal light" means any lawful illuminated 

device manually, electrically 01 mechanically 

operated for the regulation of traffic 

3 1 
3 11 

PERMII REQUIRED 

Except as provided in subsection 3 3 1, no person 

shall erect, place, maintain or display any sign 

within twenty metres (20 0 m) of the centreline of 

a regional. road without first having obtained a 

permit therefore from the Director of Engineering 

APPLICAIION FOR PERMIT 3 2 

3 2 l 

3 22 

3 2 3 

3 3 
3 31 

Every application for a permit under this by-law 

shall be submitted to the Director of Engineeting 

on the form provided by the said Dir'ectol' and such 

application shall be accompanied by plans, drawings 

and specifications sufficient to disclose full 

particulars of the design and location of the 

proposed sign 

In the case of alteration of an existing sign for 

\",hich a permit has already been obtained, the 

applicant shall supply such additional i.nformation 

as may be required in lieu of the pr"ovisions of 

SUbsection 3 2 1 

The applicant for a permit to alter or erect a sign 

shall, at the time of submitting the application, 

pay the fee prescribed in Schedule HA" The permit 

fee shall not be refunded for any cause after the 

permit has been issued but shall be refunded in 

full if the permit is not approved 

PERMII EXEMPTIONS 

Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection 3 1 1 
of' this by-law, no permit shall be r'equired for 

the following signs pr'ovicted such signs c'omply 

with all other provisions of this by·-law: 
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(a) Any directional sign not over five·"tenths (0 50) 

of a squat'e met re in area 

(b) An'y sign supporting a candidate in a municipal. 

provincial or f ed era l election 

(c) Any sign of the federal, provincial or r'egional 

governments or any area municipal governments or 

other public authority 

(d) A sign nnt e�ceeding six-tenths (O 60) of a 

square met.re in area identifying a proper'ty for 

sale, lease or rent. provided such sign is located 

upon the property referred to 

(e) A sign noi; exceeding two-tenths (0 20) of a 

square metre identifying the name, address and 

pr'ofession of the resident or occupant 

(f) A tempor'ary sign 

(g) A sign no larger than six-tenths \0 50) of a 

square metre identifying an office or business 

use 

(h) Any sign on a bench, newspaper box, refuse 

container or bus shelter located on a regional 

Toad allowance where the placement of s\lch object 

has been licensed, fI anchised or' other'wise approved 

by the Region 

(i) Planning, development and information signs erected 

at the direction of an area municipality or in 

compliance with a provincial statute 

(j) Seasonal signs not exceeding three (30) square 

metres in area per sign face, advertising edible 

farm produce grown on the same premises and 

(k) 
(1) 

available for sale Such signs shall be limited 

to one (1) double-faced 01' two (2) single··faced 

signs per premises and shall be removed within 

t en (10) days of the date when the adver'tised , 
produce ceases to be available for sale 

I\n inte!'iol sign 

Signs giving notice that trespassing is pro­

hibited 

�OF PERMI !. 

3 ,: I Subject to the pr'ovisions of Section 3 5 1 ,  a 

per'mit shall be valid for the life of the sign 
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3 5 £:�� 
3 5 1 Ev.ery per'rnit issued under this by-law shall 

automatically expire and become null and void� 

,; 1 

(a) If the sign authorized by such per"mit is not 

erected within six months o f  the date of issue 

of such permit 

Cb) If the sign is erected in contravention of 

the conditions of the permit or of any 

applicable provisions of this by-law 

(c) rf' the erection or display of the subject 

Sign or signs is contrary to t.he provisions of 

any other' by-law of the Regional Municipality 

or to a more restricting by-,law of an area 

municipality, or to the provisions or any 

federal Of' provincial statute or regulation 

No person shall erect, place, maintain or display 

any of the following types of signs: 

(a) Any sign. including an interior sign, containing 

a flashing light or Jights within 20 metres (20 m) 

of any limit of a regiollal r'oad and visible from 

such road 

(b) Signs or illuminating devices which by reason of 

size, location, content. colouring 01' manner of 

illumination obstruct the vision of drivers 

entering or leaving a regional roadway from 

another roadway or' driveway or which obstruct, 

detract Er'om or interfere with the visihtlity or 

effectiveness of" any traffic sign or traffic signal 

light on any t'egional road" 

(c) Within 20 metres of' a regional road and visible 

from such toad, signs which make use of such 

words as "Stop". "Look". "One-Way", "Danger". 

"yield" or any similar words or' phrases, symbolS, 

lights or' characters in such a manner as may 

tend to interfet'e with, mislead or conf'use driver's 

(d) Except as otherwise provided herein, any sign 

which is located so that any portion of" such sign 

or its supporting structure is located within the 

limi ts of a r"'egional r"oad 
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5 1 

511 

5 2 

521 

5 2 2 

;:) 3 
5 3 1 

5 4 
5 4 1  

5 5 
5 5 1 

SECTION FIVE - BANNER SIGNS 

DEFINITION 

In this section the wOI'ds "banner sign" shall mean 

a canvas or similar fabric advertiSing sign bearing 

subject matter relating to a charitable. community, 

philanthropic or municipal matter or undertaking, 

and er ected, placed ot" suspended or intended or 

proposed to be erected, placed or suspended over 

or across a regional road or pal't of a regional road 

��MII 

The Oil'ectol of Engineering may issue per-mits for 

banner signs 

Permits for' banner signs shall be valid for a period 

of sixty (60) days or such lesser time as may be 

determined by the Director of Engineering 

l\PPLICJ\! ION --------

The applica n t  for a banner permit shall be responsible 

for first obtaining the consent of the area municipality 
and permission from the owner of such pOles, buildings 

or other stzuctures proposed to be used to support the 
sign Written proof that such consent and permission 

have been granted must accompany the application 

RESTRICTIONS 

No banner sign may be erected within sixty metres (60 m) 

of a traffic control signal 01'" in any location where it 

may adversely affect any traffic control device contr'ary 

to subsecti,on 4 1 (b) of this by�·law 

CONSTRUCTION AND EREC,ION 

Every banner sign shall be made, constructed, erected, 

maintained and used in aeeor danc� .. ;i th the terms and 

conditions following, namely: 

(a) Ihe fabrication of every banner sign, t ogether with 

the method and means of erection and securing in posi,tion, 

removal thereof and all materials of which same is con­

structed, shall be in accordance with such f'equirements 

and conditions as may be deemed necessary by the Director 

of Engineer'ing 

(b) Every such sign shall be suspended by galvanized wire 

cables and no electrical display of any kind shall 

be attached thereto 
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5,,6 INSURANCE 

6 1 

No banner permit shall be issued unless the applicant 

has first filed with the Region proof of insurance, 

in the form satisfactory to the Regional Solicitor t in 

the amount of $250,000 indemnifying the Region from 

and against all loss, costs, damages and expenses 

which may be incurred by the Region from any claim 

Of' action ariSing from the placement of the banner 

over or upon a regional road 

SECTION SIX - FACI�_.ANQ._.PROJECTING �SIGN� 

Notwithstanding any other provisions of this by-law 

the Direct.or of Engineering may issue permits for 

facia signs which project not more than forty ··five 

centimetres (45 cm) into a regional r'oad allowance 

in business Or' comme!'cial ar'eaS where the building 

setback is insufficient to permit such signs to be 

contained within private property 

6 1 1 In addition to conforming with all other applicable 

provisions of this by-law facia signs must be erected a 

minimum of two and one-half (2.,5) metr'es above the 

adjacent surface of the sidewalk or ground 

6 1 2 

61 3 

(a) 

NotWithstanding any other provisions of this by-law 

the Director of Engineering may issue permits for 

projecting signs which overhang the regional road 

allowance on any I'egional road or part thereof 

descr ibed in Schedule "B" to this by-·law 

No prOjecting sign shall be erected so that: 

Any por'tion of such sign including cables, guys 

or other appur'tenances is within lone and twenty­

five one hundredths (1  25) metres of any electrical 

wire or cable or any street light or pole or other 

municipallY""'owned utili ty plant or fixture 

(b) The bottom of the sign is less than three ( 3  0) 
metres above the adjacent sidewalk or ground 

(c) (i) Where there is no shoulder't any par t of 

the sign is nearer than one (1 0) metre to the 

vertical projection of the curb or edge of r'oad­

way ot 

(ii) Where there is a shouldel", any part of the 

sign is nearer than one (1,0) met.re to the vertical 

projection of the edge of the sboulder r'emote from 

the roadway 
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�!ON S�!::EN"- PORTABLE GROUND SIGNS 

7 1 
7 11 

RESI.RIClrONS 

No portable ground sign may be placed, located, 

maintained or displayed closer to any limit of a 

regional r"oad than as follows: 

8 1 
8 1 

(a) One ( I  0) metre if such sign is at least forty 

(40 0) metres from the nearest limit of any 

intersecting street or private driveway 

(b) Two [2"0) metres if such sign is at least 

twenty (20 0) metres from the nearest limit of 

any intersecting street or private driveway 

(c) Ihree ( 3  0) metres if such sign is within 

twenty (20 0) metres from the nearest limit of 

any intersecting street or private driveway 

(a) 

��"�" - GENEfV\L pnOVIS"ION� 

SIGNS ON REGIONAL ROAD ALLOWANCES 

The pr""ovisiions of this by-law shall not apply to: 

Any sign, ttaffic sign, traffic signal light or 

othe:r traffic contr'ol device erected, placed. 

maint"ained or di splayed by The flegio,!al Municipal i ty 

of Niagara within or adjacent to any regional road 

(b) Any sign or other devtce lawfully er-ected, placed, 

maintained or displayed therein or adjacent thereto 

by the Chief of Police under" the author-i cy of The 

Highway Traffic Act or any other act or by-law 

8 1 2 
for the temporary cont.rol or regulation of traffic 

The Dit"ector of Engineering may aut.horize the place-

8 2 

, 
ment of street name Signs, guide signs or" any other 

necessary signs on a regional road allowance by any 

local, provincial or federal government agency, 

subject t.o the approval of the said Director as to 

the number, constr"uction, placement and purpose of 

such signs No permit will be required f"or signs 

installed under the authority of this subsection 

NON-CONFORMING SIGNS 

8 21 Any sign, excluding a temporary or" portable ground 

sign, which does not comply wi th this by·�law but 

was lawfully erected or displayed on the day this 

by�"law comes into force shall be: 

(a) Made to comply with this by-law, or 

(b) Removed by the owner" ther"eof on or before the 

expiration of five (5) years from the day this 

by-law comes into force 
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8 3 
" 3 1 

n 3 2 

8 " 
8 4 1 

8 4 2 

8 5 
8 5 1 

ALTERING SIGNS 

No sign shall be relocated, redirected or altered 

in any manner' except in complian:='e with the pro-­

visions of this by·."law. provided that this section 

shall not prohibit any necessary maintenance work 

required for the purpose of keeping in good repair 

within the prescribed five year period any sign 

falling within the provisions of Section 8 2 1 or 

this by-law 

Notwithstanding anything contained herein a change 

in the message displayed by a sign does not in it­

self constitute an alteration so as to require n 

new permit 

REMOVAL OF SIGNS 

Every tempOf'ary sign erected in compliance with 

this by-law shall be removed within LiB hours after 

the date of the function or: event In the event of 

failure to remove such sign as aforesaid, the 

Director of Engineering may ar"range for the removal 

and disposal of such sign and its supporting 

str"ucture without giving notice to the owner 

thereof and the owner shall be liable for all 

expenses incurred in such removal 

Subject to Section 8 2 1 hereof, any sign and its 

supporting structur-e erected, re-erected, relocated, 

altered, placed, maintained or displayed in contr" a""· 

vention of this by-law or contrary to the approved 

plans in respect of which a permit was issued shall 

be removed immediately by the owner upon the direction 

of the Director" of Engineering In the event of 
, 

failure to so remove, the Director of Engineering may 

cause the removal and disposal of such sign and the 

owner shall be liable for all expenses incurred in 

such removal 

OTHER PERMI I§. . .Q�. APPROVALS _ REQU� 

The granting of a permit under- this by-law does not 

in any Nay relieve the owner of a sign from complying 

with all applicable r"equirements of the area munici­

pality in which the sign is located or" of any other­

provincial or" federal statute or regulation 
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8 [, 
851 

9 1 

9 1 I 

9 2 
9 2 1  

9 3 

9 31 

9 " 
9 " 1 
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CONFLICTS WIn! AREA MUNICIPAL BY-LAWS 

In the event that there is a conflict between the 

provisions of this by-law and thS! provisions of any 

by-law of an al'ea municipHlity, the pr'ovisions of 

this by- law shall prevail. provided that this shall 

not pr'event or hinder in any way the enforcement by 

an area muni.cipality of those provisions of any by-' 

law of such area municipality which exceed the 

requirements of or are more restrictive than the 

provisions of this by-,law 

SECTION NINE - ADMINISIRAIION 

The Director of Engineer'ing is hereby aPPointed to 

administer this by-law 

When deemed necessary to enforce or administer this 

by-law the Djrector of Engineering shall have the 

authority to enter" any building or premises at any 

teasonable time 

PENALHES 

Every per son who violates any provision of this by-� 

law shall be guilty of an offence and for each 

offence shall incur a penalty of not more than $1,000 

exclusive of costs, and such penalty shall be re .. 

cover able under the provisions of The Municipal Act 

and The Provincial Of "fences Act, 1979 For the 

pur'poses of this section a separate violation shall 

be deemed to have been committed for each and every 

day during which any such violation continues, and 

conviction in respect of" a violation shall not 

operate as a bar' to further prosecution if such 

violation continues 

VALIDITY 

In the event that any part or provi,sion of this by­

law is held to be illegal or void, this shall not 

have the effect of making illegal or void any of the 

other parts or provisions ther'eof. which may or shall 

be determined to be legal 

gf.§£l. 
This by-law shall come into force and take effect on 

the day upon which it is finally passed 

THE REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY OF NIAGARA 

. 
",. <7 ... ", .t.,I:.-.. -------.-

�' 
.
� 

..... ' 

ainnan) "' '" 

1Clerk'-··----···-----···-

Read a first time: November 20, InSO 
Re<Jd a second time: "NovemlJer "20, _�n80 
Read a third time 
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SCHEDULE �� 

SlGN PERMIT FEES 
(SE�TION 3 . 2 .3) 

Fee fOI all Signs except 
PORTABLE GROUND SIGNS 

Fee for Portable Ground Signs 

BY-Ll\W NO. 
(Sign By···law) 

$ 5 00 

$ 3 00 



Bill 2665 BY ._, Li\�1/ NO. 
(Sign By-law) 

nEGIOfJl\L ROADS EXEMPTED FROM PROHIBITIOn J\GAINST 
SIGNS OVERHANGING ROAD ALLOWANCE ------

1 SECT!: ON �".!-"-.;l 

Regional Road 39 
(Clifton Hill) 

Regional Road 51 
(Victor'la Avenue) 

Regional Road 51 
( Victoria Avenue) 

Ellen Street 

10 

Niagara Parkway 

Rober'ts Street 


