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1 Introduction

This report summarizes the Public Information Centre Number 1 (PIC 1) hosted by Niagara
Region as part of the Transportation Master Plan study. PIC 1 was held at three locations as
noted below.

The purpose of the initial round of PICs was to create an opportunity for area residents and
stakeholders to learn about the study, and provide their perspectives on the future transportation
vision in Niagara Region — on such issues as auto travel, transit service, active transportation
and other potential policies and strategies designed to enhance Regional travel.

The three PICs were held jointly with the Region’s Municipal Comprehensive Review and
Water/Wastewater Master Servicing Plan studies, and though attendees provided comments for
all three studies, only the comments relevant to the TMP study are summarized in this report.

The PICs were held in three locations in the study area:

e PIC Location No.1: Town of Grimsby Council Chambers
o November 17, 2015
o 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm
o Forty-four (44) individuals signed in at the event

e PIC Location No. 2: Vale Health & Wellness Centre (Port Colborne)
o November 18, 2015
o 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm
o Eight (8) individuals signed in at the event

e PIC Location No.3: Kiwanis Aquatics Centre (St. Catharines)
o November 19, 2015
o 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm
o Fifty-four (54) individuals signed in at the event

A
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2 Notification of Public Information Centres

Advance notification of the PICs was provided to potentially interested stakeholders and Niagara
Region residents by a variety of mediums:

e Memo to Regional Council and copied to local area municipal councils.
¢ Notice emailed to identified list of public and business stakeholders.
e Posting on Niagara Region’s website
¢ Newspaper advertisements as follows:
o St. Catharines Standard: November 5, 2015
o Fort Erie Times: November 12, 2015
o InPort News: November 12, 2015
o News Now: November 12, 2015
o Niagara Advance: November 12, 2015
o Niagara Falls Review: November 12, 2015
o Pelham News: November 12, 2015
o St. Catharines Standard: November 12, 2015
o Thorold News: November 12, 2015
o Welland Tribune: November 12, 2015
The notices provided the following general information about the study:
e Purpose, time, and location of the PICs;

e Study background, and overview of the TMP process as well as the other two
components of Niagara 204 1parts of the overall Plan;

e Contact information for primary study team members; and
¢ Information on further opportunities to participate.

Copies of PIC 1 notices are included in Appendix A.

3  Arrangement of Public Information Centres

The first round of PICs was arranged in an open house format for all three studies under Niagara
2041 — How We Grow (Municipal Comprehensive Review), How We Flow (Water and
Wastewater Master Servicing Plan) and How We Go (Transportation Master Plan). Staff from
Niagara Region and three consultant teams were present to engage attendees and answer
questions.

Display panels were arranged in an easy-to-view format, and included information on the
following study elements:

e Overview of Niagara 2041 and context for the three component studies;
e Overview of the TMP study process;
e Current transportation statistics and trends relevant to Niagara Region; and,

e Focus areas of the plan.
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The display panels included interactive displays for attendees to provide their views/opinions/
perspectives on the following transportation issues:

e Existing Transportation Network — Mark up this map with your issues and ideas for
transportation in Niagara Region.

e Your Vision for Transportation — Use your stickers to tell us what are your top priorities
for the Niagara Transportation Master Plan.

A copy of PIC display panels are included in Appendix B.

4 Attendance

Attendance at each of the three PICs varied from eight to 54. Each attendee was asked to sign
in on the provided sign-in sheet, with some attendees opting not to provide their full contact
information. Those who did sign in were asked if they would like to stay informed throughout the
project via emails and newsletters. All attendees who responded “yes” were added to the project
mailing list.

In total, 44 attendees signed in at the PIC in Grimsby, 8 signed in at the PIC in Port Colborne
and 54 attendees signed in at the PIC in St. Catharines.

5 Comments and Questions Received

Comments from the public were received through the following:
e Comment forms;
e Interactive display panels;
¢ Interactive Niagara Region map comments;
e Verbal comments; and,
e Emails to the study contacts.

The questions and comments received at the PIC are summarized in the following sections.

5.1 Summary of Comments Received

The comments received via the comment sheets were broken down into two categories to assist
in future analysis. The comments are summarized below.

Specific Project Comments

e Grimsby is being pinched to the point that it’s starting to hurt. Let’s focus on expanding
to the south — Mid-Peninsula Corridor, new infrastructure to accommodate future growth.

e The idea of connecting the 406 to the QEW in the south end of Niagara makes a lot of
sense, | really like that. | don’t understand expanding the west end of the QEW; this will
cause large traffic issues in St. Kitt’s and Glendale by the new outlet mall. Niagara
Region Transit needs to absorb St. Catharines, Welland, and Niagara Falls Transit —
single, comprehensive system.

e There should be more focus put into research and developing transportation apps.
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Transportation as part of Complete Streets bioswales should be encouraged. This would
make streets easier for cyclists, and reduce storm water effluence by encouraging
treatment in what in effect would become linear constructed wetlands.

Keep old rail right-of-way available for fast electric rail that worked so much better than
the highway system that replaced it.

The long run plan should be to put utilities underground so streets can be shaded by
trees to prevent global warming. Technologies to put utilities underground has improved
to make the cost more reasonable. The increasing severity and frequency of storms
makes overhead wires much less reliable and safe.

Alternatives to Mid-Peninsula Highway should be used — improve existing highways. GO
train to Niagara Falls should be a priority. A Regional transit system should be as well.

More cycling supportive infrastructure (e.g. bike lanes, paved shoulders). Support for
cycle tourism. Support for active living infrastructure and activities (e.g. hiking, walking,
etc.).

Please include consistent signage in all elements of the plan.

How are impacts to agricultural land (viability) being addressed and what compensation
is being included in the plan?

Hoping you are looking at a seniors-friendly strategy as part of your growth planning.

Protecting wetlands and biodiversity is most important. Intensification would make it

easier to provide transit and services for an aging population. Consider including bus
passes as part of property tax so more people would take transit and there would be
fewer cars on the road.

Continue to focus on incentives, transportation, and servicing for lands in Central and
South Niagara Region.

Support policies and programs at both Regional and Local level on Complete Streets.
Shift the focus and develop a new paradigm for transportation like the City of Vancouver
where pedestrians, cyclists, and transit riders are given priority.

Suggestions Regarding Consultation/PIC

5.2

Grimsby Council Chambers were tight — Fleming Centre. Staff were very friendly and
helpful.

I am happy that the Region has a long term priority list — important in good planning.

There needs to be a more robust development of the “stakeholder groups”, especially
for transportation. How do we expect to get real alternatives developed if the only
groups contacted are the same ones who have given inputs previously?

Summary of Display Panels Comments

As mentioned in Section 3, two interactive display panels were developed to obtain attendees’
views on various focus areas of the TMP. One of the panels was a large map of the Region’s
existing transportation network where attendees were invited to mark up and provide comments
about transportation in Niagara. Comments on received on sticky notes were gathered from
multiple information panels as summarized below:
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Study Overview panel:

Include GO train, right through to Niagara Falls, as one of the modes to be studied in the
TMP.

Coordinate roads and planning staff through all levels of government.

Building the Plan panel:

Please include consistent signage. | need elements of the plan.
Need good cycling counts and data.

Include Niagara’s Walk + Bike for Life report in the bikeways plan.
Where is rail in the Plan?

It's more than just routes — how about matching true Niagara welcome for cyclists (a
new culture).

Ways to Participate panel:

Be heard.

Transportation in Niagara Region panel - Where We Travel:

Too many separate bus lines.
Better, more frequent and smaller buses needed.
Carlton — Grapeview Bridge is needed in St. Catharines.

Identify for long term: Carlton — Grapeview crossing to relieve pressure on Welland Ave.
and QEW crossings.

People use QEW as a local crossing dangerously, cross too slow for cars to try and get
up to speed.

Car share and share-the-ride cabs.

What other options were considered for the Mid-Pen? How can the public access that
information and provide input? What considerations were given to expanding existing
routes through the peninsula?

Transportation in Niagara Region (cont'd) panel - Mode split:

Large auto split because transit is inefficient to meet the commuters’ needs.

Having bus fares paid for in advance, by everyone through property taxes or a fee would
increase ridership and get cars off the road.

Don’t expect people to discard their cars and ride buses — be realistic.
Share-the-ride cabs.

Need carpool lot in St. Catharines beside the QEW.
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Areas of Focus panel:

More integration, connection, active transportation, accessibility.

A Complete Streets Approach panel:

Yes, safer for citizens and assessment values.

Burying hydro wires would mean trees could grow without being deformed by
butchering. Healthier trees = healthier people.

The streets are not complete without adequate trees.

Yes please, empower communities to build their own streets too (at least partially).

Existing Transportation Network panel:

Thank you for the GO rail plan.
Save the Port Robinson ferry.

Stop building and stop expanding roads. Very expensive, very unhealthy, enables more
sprawl.

Medium/high speed train connecting with New York and Burlington, etc.

Transportation/Mobility (MCR panels):

Don’t forget active transportation — plan for wider bridges and roads;
Make current roads work better. No mid-peninsula route;

No mid-peninsula expressway — would harm environment;

NGTA? Seriously folks? Mid-peninsula would be obsolete before it’s built;
Stop building and expanding highways;

No need for Mid-peninsula corridor;

No mid-peninsula highway;

No mid-peninsula highway — ever.
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5.3  Summary of “Your Vision for Transportation” Comments

The second interactive panel outlined six priorities for the TMP and invited attendees to place
stickers and comments in each box that matched their top priorities. The comments and “votes”
received by each priority are identified below.

TMP — TOP PRIORITIES S'E-II:-II;I(E:NI'IIDCI)EI\IIES
Further developing alternative modes of transportation (other than the car) 27
Promoting active lifestyles through walking and cycling 16
Addressing congestion hotspots for more reliable travel across the Region 12
Expanding Niagara Region’s transit network and service 10
Making commercial goods movement easier and more efficient 4
Maintaining existing infrastructure in a good state of repair 12
Comments:

Further developing alternative modes of transportation (other than the car)

e Active/regular GO service to the Region;

e GO train service to at least St. Catharines;

e GO train service to Niagara Falls;

e GO train stops in Grimsby, Jordan/Vineland, St. Catharines, Niagara Falls;

e No GO train in Jordan.

December 7, 2015 7
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Promoting active lifestyles through walking and cycling

e There are tangible savings by investing in healthy active lifestyles of medical officer
health roles;

e Have bioswales along roads, complete streets, good cycling;

e We choose to live in Niagara because of active lifestyles. Make them safe for bikes and
walkers;

e Explore Regional trail systems like Hamilton has. The circle route — Welland Canal and
Niagara Parkway are fine and the concept needs to be taken to the rest of the Region;

e We live in Niagara for the trees.

Addressing congestion hotspots for more reliable travel across the Region

¢ No new highways, protect our air;

e Ferries to Toronto;

e Regular transit service from the lower Region to GO stations;
e Carlton-Grapeview bridge in St. Catharines;

e The mid-peninsula corridor would relieve a lot of the congestion below the escarpment
and open the south for growth. The infrastructure should be a priority through that area
anyway for the future.

Expanding Niagara Region’s transit network and service

e Sorely needed. In rural areas, owning a car is a necessity right now (even if you'd prefer
not to);

e Inter-regional transit is essential;
e More accessible (stations, stops, buses);

e One regional transit system means less overlap/less administrative waste vs. 3
municipal and 1 regional system.

Making commercial goods movement easier and more efficient

e Please include CMHC, they will be key for developer involvement.

Maintaining existing infrastructure in a good state of repair

e None.

5.4  Summary of Verbal Comments

In addition to written comments received via comment sheets and notes on the display panels,
many comments were received verbally by team members who were present at one or more of
the PIC sessions. These comments are summarized below.

Grimsby Tuesday — Nov. 17

e The GO Rail extension is critical to help relieve the high congestion on the QEW;

e Residents have strong connections with the Greater Toronto Area and the GO extension
provides a convenient and environmentally-friendly travel option;

e The extension will promote development growth in Niagara Region;

December 7, 2015 8
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The extension will provide mobility to the university students, including those travelling to
McMaster University in Hamilton;

The completion of Barlett Avenue will provide a critical connection and should have
been implemented some time ago;

Truck traffic and safety, particularly for those riding bicycles, is a major concern;
The NGTA is badly needed traffic on the QEW is very congested;
Ontario Street has very bad congestion that needs to be addressed;

Enhanced public transit is needed as there are people that need to get around but do
not have access to an automobile such as students;

Parents must drive their children around;

Need to address trucks with local businesses and street uses as an attendee had three
on-street parking lots removed in front of their business to accommodate trucks and this
has had a detrimental impact on the business;

General support for complete street concept and the move towards enhanced cycling
and pedestrians;

The NGTA is needed and any concern about losing farmland is too late as the best
farmland is below the escarpment and much of it has been urbanized;

People are moving to Niagara to get bigger houses and greater value than they can get
in the GTHA so the potential for intensification is limited.

Port Colborne — Wednesday, Nov, 18

Need to increase regional transit services and connections;
Transit service is lacking;
Niagara to GTA corridor would help South Peninsula;

GO train to Niagara would be beneficial provided people from Port Colborne can get to it
by transit;

Recognizing crossing of the canal may be an issue for extending GO rail, perhaps
service could be extended to St. Catharines initially;

Look at innovative transit services to connect communities;
Demand for transit will increase as population ages;

Most people in Port Colborne have cars because there is limited transit — not sure there
is a huge demand for active transportation facilities.

St. Catharines — Thursday Nov. 19

There is need to intensify and develop like in the old days with business over and
the ability to walk to places and stores and not need a car;

The GO train would allow GTHA people to access more affordable housing but will also
promote urban sprawl;

It is very difficult to walk in St. Catharines as there no sidewalks in many areas;

Cycling is difficult as there is no place for cyclists with the car traffic;
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e There is a great need for more public transit that is convenient;
e Complete street concept strategy to active transportation was generally well supported;

e NGTA is needed in the east end connecting Fort Erie to Highway 406 and providing a
bypass of the congested parts of the QEW. There is not much between Wellington and
Hamilton for the NGTA to serve and international trucks and tourists won’t be stopping in
Niagara and that is not helping the economy;

e Most of the growth will occur in areas close to Hamilton. Economic growth also related
to regional recreation in Niagara-on-the-Lake and Niagara Falls. The southern part of
the Region, including Welland and Fort Erie are isolated and do not have much growth
potential. Port Colborne was once a large tourist draw but that is no longer the case.

6 Summary

Overall, residents and stakeholders involved in the first round of PICs were passionate about
transportation in Niagara Region. While a variety of issues were mentioned, a few common
themes were clear in the comments received.

e The QEW is very congested due to the lack of other available crossing points at the
Welland Canal and other waterways.

e Participants generally support the Mid-Peninsula corridor, as it will provide more
connectivity in the Region and will take pressure off the QEW.

e Attendees at all PICs supported the need for improved transit service, including merging
local transit agencies into one Regional transit system.

e Attendees at all three PIC events generally supported the need for more - and safer -
walking and cycling facilities throughout Niagara Region; active and healthy lifestyles
are important.

e Extending GO train service into Niagara Region was a very widespread priority in the
comments received at the PIC events. Ideally GO train service would go directly to
Niagara Falls, however it was accepted that crossing the Welland Canal may be an
issue, so offering rail service to St. Catharines is a good place to start.

All of the information gleaned by Regional staff and the consulting team will be used to assess
deficiencies, gaps and opportunities in Niagara Region’s existing transportation system, and
lead to the development of both short-term and long-term infrastructure and policy
improvements. A second round of PICs will be held in 2016 to engage residents on those
potential improvement measures.
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omic Prosperity

Get Involved in Niagara’s Future: Attend a Public Information Centre

In the next 25 years, Niagara is expected to grow, bringing a possible 168,000 new residents and
80,000 new jobs to the region.

Niagara Region is making sure we're prepared for this growth through three projects that will
help us plan where and how that growth will occur, and how it will be accommodated.

HOW WE GROW:

The Municipal Comprehensive Review will look at the land we have available across
Niagara, and will ensure we have enough to sustin our expected growth to the year
2041. It will also examine how that land is distributed throughout Niagara.

HOW WE FLOW:

The Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Plan will ensure Niagara has the
infrastructure to provide critical water and wastewater services to our growing
region in a sustainable and financially responsible way.

HOWWE GO:

The Transportation Master Plan will look at how we currently travel in and around
o Niagara and how we can improve our transportation systems, including options for
walking, cycling and public transit. to better serve Niagara's future needs.

GET INVOLVED:

Residents are invited to attend a Public Information Centre to learn how each of these projects
contribute to Niagara's overall growth plan for the next 25 years, and how you can have your
voice heard.

Nov. 17,2015 Nov. 18,2015 Nov. 19,2015

Town of Grimsby City of Port Colborne City of St. Catharines
Council Chambers Vale Health & Wellness Centre Kiwanis Aquatic Centre
160 LivingstonAve. 550 Elizabeth St. 425 Carlton St
4-8pm. 4-8pm. 4-8pm.

There is an opportunity at any time during this process for interested persons to bring comments
and concerns to the attention of the project managers, and to review outstanding issues. if you
have any questions or comments or wish to be added to the study mailing list. please contact us:

HOW WE GROW HOW WE FLOW HOW WE GO

Greg Bowie David Shen Loy Cheah

Plnner Planning Engineer Transportation Strategic

Greg Bowie{@niagararegion.ca  David Shen@niagararegion.ca  Projects Lead

905-980-6000 ext. 3375 905-980-6000 ext. 3777 Loy.Cheah@nhagararegion.ca
905-980-6000 ext. 3482

if you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in meetings
or events, please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be made in a timely manner.
Special accessibility accommodations and materials in alternate formats can be arranged by
contacting the Niagara Region’s Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 905-685-4225 ext. 3252 or
accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

The Transportation and Water and Wastewater studies follow the Master Plan process as outlined
in Section A2.7 of the Municipal Engineers Association (MEA) Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment (Oct 2000, as amended in 2007 and 2011). The Master Plan will be filed under
Approach #2 of the MEA Class EA Approach for Master Planning. The Master Servicing Plan will
satisfy the planning requirements for Schedule A, A+ and select Schedule B projects and provide
the basis for future investigations of identified Schedule B and C projects.

Thursday, November 12, 2015 * Fort Erie Times 13

LUNCHEON

November 24th
aft noon

A delicious lunch by
Maria’s Catering

ltalo - Canadian Club
1101 DiPietro St. Fort Erie
$15 per person

Call 905-354-9342
or email

united@unitedwayniagara.org
today to purchase your tickets!

~NOVEMBER PROMOTION ~
COLLAGEN 90 FACIAL

only $100.00 s

BLAC
FRD

2 days only

3 BACK BY PULAR DEiAND
Buy $100 gift card
Receive 5 x $20 cards

FREE

FRI, Nov27 & SAT, Nov 28 (9 - Spm)

T FREE cards have one year expiry,
VYL P7% s P no cash value
valid 1 per service
SPA

660 Garrison Road, FE * 905-871-4141 * theatriumspa.com
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80,000 new jobs to the region.
HOW WE GROW:

)

HOW WE FLOW:

HOW WE GO:

Get Invoived in Niagara’s Future: Attend a Public Information Centre

In the next 25 years, Niagara is expected to grow, bringing a possible 168,000 new residents and

Niagara Region is making sure we're prepared for this growth through three projects that will
help us plan where and how that growth will occur, and how it will be accommodated.

The Municipal Comprehensive Review will look at the land we have available across

Niagara, and will ensure we have enough to sustain our expected growth to the year
2041. It will also examine how that land is distributed throughout Niagara.

The Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Plan will ensure Niagara has the
infrastructure to provide critical water and wastewater services to our growing
region in a sustainable and financially responsible way.

The Transportation Master Plan will look at how we currently travel in and around

INPORT NEWS B THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2015

v:<: Rosemary’s Natural Choice

95 Lincoln Stweet » StCharles Plazain Welland « (905) 74-0586

Niagara Region Health
& Wellness Expo

Saturday November 14* at the Croatian National Hall
from 9 am to 5 pm « located at 6 Broadway Ave. in Welland

Get ready for ... it's the Niagara Reglon Health & Wellness Expo. This one
day event scheduled for Saturday November 14thnm6muan Natlonal
Hall - will f E] ling-up of experts -

presenting Information about health issues, natural theraples and remedies!
The 2015 Niagara Region Health & Wellness Expo presenters Include:
* 10:00 am - Dr. Kate Rhéume-Bleue - Stronger Bones and a
Healthier Heart

* 11:30 am - Dr. Marita Schauch - Stress and the Disease
Connection

N

*1:00 pm - Brenda Watson - Cleansing - Be Your Best!

* 2:30 pm - Dr. Zoltan Rona - Supplements for Longevity

Plus there will be demos, discounts, FREE samples, health info and gifts from
the numerous exhibitors - incl local natursl health practitioners and

uding
natural health suppliers. This is the natural health event of the year! For more
Information about this event, visit Rosemary’s Natural Cholces or call us at

9 Niagara and how we can improve our transportation systems, including options for
walking, cycling and public transit, to better serve Niagara's future needs.

GET INVOLVED:

Residents are invited to attend a Public Information Centre to learn how each of these projects
contribute to Niagara's overall growth plan for the next 25 years,and how you can have your
voice heard.

Nov. 17,2015 Nov. 18,2015 Nov. 19,2015
Town of Grimsby City of Port Colborne City of St. Catharines
Council Chambers Vale Health & Wellness Centre  Kiwanis Aquatic Centre
160 Livingston Ave. 550 Elizabeth St 425 Cariton St
4-8pm. 4-8pm. 4-8pm.

There is an opportunity at any time during this process for interested persons to bring

805-714-0586. Last year's expo was standing room onty! 4

Help For Your Digestive System

Du you kmow the
expression - you =me
what you eat? It's because
your digestive sysiem plays
Such 2 vital ok in helping
yousty healthy. Or inmany
cases - not. Poer digestion
sdverely  affects  your
healéh in so many different
and unhealthy ways.

Over 80 million people in
Naorh America suffer from
poor digessive healéh, It is
one of the mast common

and concerns to the attention of the project managers, and to review outstanding issues. Iif you
have any questions or comments or wish to be added to the study mailing list, please contact us:

HOW WE GROW HOW WE FLOW HOWWE GO

Greg Bowie David Shen Loy Cheah

Planner Planning Engineer Transportation Strategic
Greg Bowie@niagararegionca  David Shen@niagararegionca  Projects Lead

905-980-6000 ext. 3375 905-980-6000 ext. 3777 Loy.Cheah@niagararegion.ca

905-980-6000 ext 3482

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in meetings
or events, please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be made in a timely manner.
Special accessibility accommodations and materials in alternate formats can be arranged by
contacting the Niagara Region's Accessibility Advisory Coordi at 905-685-4225 ext 3252 or
accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

The Transportation and Water and Wastewater studies follow the Master Plan process as outlined
in Section A.2.7 of the Municipal Engineers Association (MEA) Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment (Oct 2000, as amended in 2007 and 2011). The Master Plan will be filed under
Approach #2 of the MEA Class EA Approach for Master Planning. The Master Servicing Plan will
satisfy the planning requirements for Schedule A A+ and select Schedule B projects and provide
the basis for future investigations of identified Schedule B and C projects.

and 'p * heakh concems.

Poor digestive heakh is chamcerized
by problems sch ax blosting, gas,
cmstipation, dizrrhes, Crohn's disease
and irizble bawel syndrome. People with
healthy digessive tracs have beneficial
micro-arganisms $hat livein the imestines.
This healthy hecteris, called *flora.” plays
2 vial rok by improving digestion and
romting good heakh,

Nat isi many heakh

2 direct resukt of poor digestion. Digestive
problems can lead 1o serious health
conditions sich a5 chronic flstulence,

RoSemary’s

oice$

- food s,
shwarpion of mutrients and
bowel inflammation .

Bio-K#

e
SN

Do You Know Joe ? joe Horvat is a trusted natural health regailer
who hasbeen helping 0 keepWellanders healthy for over 18 years.
Joe knows all about your natural healkh ogtions. He i a centified
Nutritional Consultant, Indologist and a Digestive Care Consultant.
Beter healfy & just around the comes...

95 Lincoln Street » on the comerov
Prince Charles Drive § Lincoln Street

N““’“‘“‘ Welland  (905) 714-0586

www.rosemarysnaturalchoices.com

Ictose imtolerance, many
allemgies,  poer

The heakhful hecteris of
Bio-K+ helps to digest and
shwarh food. Many people
rely on Bio-K+ o helpwith
chromic intestinal problems
such as Crohn s disease and
Irritable Bowel Syndrome.
Healthy inetinal flora has
ko been shown to reduce
IDL (bad) cholesterol and
increase HDL (good) chalesierol.

Bio-K+ gives youw body 2 significant
amount (50 bilion celk) of fresh, live,
friendly, aciive bucteriz. Bio-K + can
really help to improve your heald.

We are pleased % announce that Bio-K +
will bejoining us with FREE samples at
the Health & Wellness Expo on November
14th 2t the Croatian National Hall.

12 pack of Bio-K+ Vanilla only!

Sale... 525 .99

Sale ends Novesber 30°

1t
g

Sefrmticn

ot
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www.InPortNews.ca

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

facebook.com/
InPort News
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Reader has bone to pick

Dear Editor,

Once again the dark clouds of
contempt are hovering over
our beloved Dog Park on Lake
Street in Grimsby.

After two years of it provid-
Ing hours of enjoyment for
dozens, if not hundreds of
dogs and their dog parents,
the town received complaints
by "one or twe" individuals
from the neighbouring homes,

Of course, the town being
duly diligent, investigated the
complaints thoroughly and.......
Oh oh, no they didn’t!

‘What a surprise. As of Oct,
29, a sign went up in total
Eastern Bloc style, and noti-
fied the users that the park
would be locked a half-hour
before dusk as of Nov. 2,

But, the town had the park
lecked before 5 pm on Oct.
29. Coops. Is that a faux pas?
After a few calls from we
dog park users, the sign was
changed to 9:30 p.m. by the
following Wednesday.

Unfortunately, it only read
9:30 as the park was being
locked well before that.

Does anyone working for the
town know how to read a cal-
endar or tell time? One night,
a worker came by at B:50 p.m.
to lock up. | was lucky to be
standing by the fence. Had |
not been, it would have been
“nobody gets in..... nobody

Station 1 Beamsville
Marc L
set for Turkey Raffle P Al Let’s talk
Letter Beamsville Firefighters Asscciation I smoced
hosts its annual Turkey Raffle Fri- 201530, 1565
gegnout". Gitid day, Nov. 13 at 7:30 p.m. Admission
mm, 311 please. is free but you must be 19 to attend. o Edw.
| also circulated a petition that  50,/50, cash bar will be available. Rt o oot Probcsas fnd e i@s‘.ﬂm

collected 35 names in a half
hour hour, wanting the park
left asis. The idea that the
town would make unreason-
able changes without notice
due to the rantings of the
neighbaurbood bullies is be-
yond me.

However, | do give kudos to
the town for seeing the error
of its ways by acting swiftly to
address the concerns of the
dog park users, but a brick still
goes cut to the locking of a
public park.

Can | say Eastern Bloc

in?

Town of Grimsby - for
shame. You succumbed to the
whims of a couple irdividuals
who seem to think they are
the only ones paying property
taxes in Gnmsby.

To those of you who com-
plained - you know who you
are (and 50 do we), get a grip,
get a life and move on.

Majority rules and the dog
park is here to stay.

“The good of the many out-
weighs the good of the few". |
think | heard that somewhere
before.

Ruth Prosser (again)

FAIR TRADE

SALE

FEATURING FAIR TRADE HAND-CRAFTED
ITEMS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

Thursday, November 12th + 5pm - 8pm
Friday, November 13th « 9am - 9pm
Saturday, November 14th + 9am - 4pm

SOUTHRIDGE CHURCH VINELAND

3970 Glendale e . Yineiand (o0 Kng S1. st west ol Meworia e )

GET SOME JOy FROM THE WORLD

S&oBL

TEN THOUSAND

VILL

nnthsusandvittagss c3 J

AGES
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Get Involved in Niagara's Future: Attend a Public Information Centre

In the next 25 years, Niagara is expected 1o grow, bringing a possible 168.000 new residents and
80,000 new jobs to the region.

Nizgara Region Is making sure we're preparad for this growth through three projects that will
help us plan where and how that growth will oceur, and how It will be accormmeodated.

Niagara, and will ensure we have enough to sustain our expected growth 1o the year
2041. Iz will also examine how that land is distributed throughout Niagara.

HOW WE FLOW:

The Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Plan will ensure Nagara has the
infrastructure t provide critical water and wastewater services to our growing
region in 3 and fl ly responsible way.

HOWWE GO:
g The Transportation Master Plan will look at how we currently travel in and around
QT}

HOW WE GROW: .
@ The Municipal Comprehensive Review will look at the land we have available across

Niagara and how we can improve our transportation systems, Including cptions for
walking, cycling and public transit. to better sorve Niagara's Ature needs.

GET INVOLVED:

Residents are Imvited o attend a Public Information Centre to learn how sach of these projects
contribute to Niagara's overall growth plan for the next 25 years, and how you can have your
voice heard.

Nov. 17,2015 Nov. 18,2015 Nov. 19,2015
Town of Grimsby City of Port Colborne City of St. Catharines
Council Chambars Vale Health & Wellness Centre Kiwanis Aquatic Centre
160 Livingston Ave. 550 Elizabeth St. 425 Cariton St.
4-8pm. 4-8pm. 4-8pm,

There is an opportunity at any tima durirg this process for Interested persons to bring comments
and concarns to the attention of the project managers, and to review outstanding issues. If you
hava any questions or comments or wish to be added to the study mailing list. please contace us;

HOW WE GROW HOW WE FLOW HOWWE GO

Greg Bowie David Shen Loy Chesh

Planner Planning Engineer Transportation Serategic

GrogBowie@nagararegion.ca  David Shen@nagararegionca  Projects Lead

905-980-6000 ext. 3375 905-980-6000 ext. 3777 Loy.Cheah@niagararegion.ca
905-980-5000 ext. 3482

If you require any accommodations for a disabilicy In order to attend and participate in meetings
or events, please let us know in advance 5o thar arrangements can be made in a timely manner.
Special ibi dations and Is In alke formats can be arranged by
contacting the Nisgara Region's A Advisory Coordi at 905-685-4225 ext. 3252 or
ility @niagar fon.ca

The Transportation and Water and Wastewater studies follow the Master Plan process as outhined
In Section A.2.7 of the Municipal Engineers Association (MEA) Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment (Oct 2000. as amended in 2007 and 2011). The Master Plan will be filed undor
Approach #2 of the MEA Class EA Approach for Master Planning. The Master Servicing Plan will
sacisfy the planning requirements for Schedule A, A+ and select Schedule B projects and provide
the basls for future investigations of identified Schadule 8 and C projects.
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NI ( AR A
INIALGARA
20 ! I Fostering an Environment for Economic Pros

Get Involved in Niagara’s Future: Attend a Public Information Centre

In the next 25 years, Niagara is expected to grow, bringing a possible 168.000 new residents and
80,000 new jobs to the region.

Niagara Region is making sure we're prepared for this growth through three projects that will
help us plan where and how that growth will occur, and how it will be accommodated.

HOW WE GROW:
@ The Municipal Comprehensive Review will look at the land we have available across
& Niagara, and will ensure we have enough to sustin our expected growth to the year
— 2041 e will also examine how that land is distributed throughout Niagara.

HOW WE FLOW:
/\ The Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Plan will ensure Niagara has the
2) | infrastructure to provide critical water and wastewater services to our growing

region ina i and bl

way.

HOWWE GO:
m The Transportation Master Plan will look at how we currently travel in and around
‘i‘ | Niagara and how we can improve our transportation systems, including options for
\Q/ walking, cycling and public transit, to better serve Niagara's future needs.

GET INVOLVED:

Residents are invited to attend a Public Information Centre to learn how each of these projects
contribute to Niagara’s overall growth plan for the next 25 years, and how you can have your
voice heard.

Nov. 17,2015 Nov. 18,2015 Nov. 19,2015

Town of Grimsby City of Port Colborne City of St. Catharines
Council Chambers Vale Health & Wellness Centre Kiwanis Aquatic Centre
160 LivingstonAve. 550 Elizabeth St 425 Carlton St.
4-8pm. 4-8pm. 4-8pm.

There is an opportunity at any time during this process for interested persons to bring comments
and concerns to the attention of the project managers, and to review outstanding issues. if you
have any questions or comments or wish to be added to the study mailing list. please contact us:

HOW WE GROW HOW WE FLOW HOWWE GO

Greg Bowie David Shen Loy Cheah

Plnner Planning Engineer Transportation Strategic

Greg Bowie@niagararegion.ca  David Shen@niagararegion.ca  Projects Lead

905-980-6000 ext. 3375 905-980-6000 ext. 3777 Loy.Cheah@niagararegion.ca
905-980-6000 ext. 3482

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in meetings
or events, please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be made in a timely manner.
Special accessibility accommodations and materials in alternate formats can be arranged by
contacting the Niagara Region's Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 905-685-4225 ext. 3252 or
accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

The Transportation and Water and Wastewater studies follow the Master Plan process as outlined
in Section A2.7 of the Municipal Engineers Association (MEA)} Municipal Class Environmental
- {Oct 2000, as ded in 2007 and 2011). The Master Plan will be filed under
Approach #2 of the MEA Class EA Approach for Master Planning. The Master Servicing Plan will
satisfy the planning requirements for Schedule A, A+ and select Schedule B projects and provide
the basis for future investigations of identified Schedule B and C projects.

Calling all Kilts

The St. Andrew’s Ball will be held Friday, Nov. 27 at the com-
munity centre.

Dance to live music supplied by The Juke Box Junkies, and enjoy
entertainment by the St. Catharines Scottish Country Dancers.

Cocktails are served at 6 p.m., and dinner at 7 p.m., with the
Grand March at 8:45 p.m. before dancing starts at 9 p.m.

Formal dress or suits are required - kilts are encouraged.

The cost to members is $75, and $85 for non-members, with a
cash bar.

For reservations, call Margaret or Neil Middleton at 905-468-
1539 or 905-468-0802, or email mwmiddleton@cogeco.ca or
nmiddleton@cogeco.ca.

The Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf Club will be gresenting
their annual pesticide report as required by Ontario
regulation 63/09 under the pesticides act. The
meeting will take place on Tuesday, November 17th,
2015 at 6:00pm in the clubhouse.

Please email mike.magwood@notlgolf.com or
call 905-468-5161 by Friday Nov. 13th if you plan to
attend.

Michael S. Magwood
Course Superintendent
Niagara-on-the-Lake Golf Club

GRILL

BRUNCH" NOW BEING SERVED

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY
1M:30AM-2PM
Nothing brightens a winter weekend like a long leisurely brunch with friends
and family:And you know if it is a Zees brunch, it is going to be the best!

Brunch service stafts on Nevember 7th.

niagarasfinest.com | 1-800-474-0632 | Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON
“Taxes & gratuities axtra. Available unt April 3, 2006,
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Time to T R
get glftmg. a A Hilton
Order a freshly-crafted s o o el )
holiday gift today! 8 O T, T YEARS ¢
SAVE $5 . . §016

EXPIRES 12/31/2016 DINNER & DANCE

INCEUDES THREE-COURSE DINNER WITH WINE,
CHAMPAGNE TOAST, LATE NIGHT BUFFET,
PARTY FAVOURS, AND MU CH MORE!

Visit niagarafalishilton com/nye
or call 1-888-370-0700

6361 Falls view Bhvd, Niagama Falls, ON
Directly acrcssthe srest fram Fallsview Casino Resoet
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B QUEEN VICTORIA PARK

Falls New Year's Eve concert
needs a new TV deal

JOHNLAW
Postmeda Network

With no commitment from Global
TV to televise next month’s New Year's
Eve show at Niagara Falls” Queen Vic-
toria Park, one of the event’s tourism
partners confirms “other alternatives”
are being looked at.

With eight weeks to go until the
annual free concert, Global has still not
announced whether it will be televising
the show for the seventh straight year.
In early September, website Pop Goes
The News reported Global's parent
company Shaw Media had "scrapped”
the show because of the high cost of
producing it. Niagara Falls Mayor Jim
Diodati disputed the report, and said
talks with Global were continuing.

Last week, Diodati said the show
was “not dead,” and further talks were
planned when he returned from his
week-long trip to China — he departed
last Thursday morning. He did not
respond when asked if Global/Shaw
Media was officially out of the picture.

When contacted last week, Shaw
Media director of publicity Jaclyn
Atwood-Powell said “we don't have an
update at this time.”

But Niagara Parks Commission
chairwoman Janice Thomson said
there are ongoing discussions to keep
the show alive, likely with another
broadcaster.

“We have made a full commitment
to having a concert on New Year's

Diodati said Global required the Nia-
gara partners pay a bigger chunk of the
bill. “Every year the budget gets bigger
and the talent more high-profile,” he
said in September.

It appears the math didn’t add up.

Thomson added Global could still
be involved with this year’s show, but
won't be broadcasting it.

“At this point, I'm confident it will be
a concert that will still draw people,”
she said. *So much work has been put
in by in so many stakeholders and peo-
ple in the region to bring it to the level
that it’s at. There's certainly no interest
in slipping backward.”

With Global out, another Canadian
broadcaster could step in. CTV, owned
by Bell Media, is a possibility.

Asked if there were any discussions
to broadcast the event, CTV spokes-
woman Sara McLean said “at this time
we will be providing no comment”

Niagara Falls Tourism chairman
Wayne Thomson said there were “many
meetings” about whether to cancel the
show this year, but the assorted part-
ners had contributed enough to keep
it going.

Whether it will be televised is still up
in the air.

“Last year ... was the best we ever
had,” he said. “To not be able to have
that televised (this year) is extremely
disappointing.

“The real benefit from the New
Year's Eve show — other than provid-

Eve” she said. “There will y be
something. We won't know until later
in November the scale of it”

Niagara Parks Commission con-
tributed about $100,000 to last year’s
broadcast, which ended up costing
Shaw Media, the city and its assorted
partners about $3 million to produce.

Global show ET Canada has pro-
duced the New Year’s Eve broadcast
for six years, following a long run by
Hamilton's CHCH. Last year's show
was the biggest yet, headlined by coun-
try singer Keith Urban. Ratings were up
more than 30% over the 2013 broad-
cast, spiking at midnight when about
4.2 million viewers tuned in.

To do a similar-sized show this year,

ing for people — is hav-
ing this live across Canada. The mar-
keting and advertising opportunities
with television across Canada, you just
can't buy that”

Niagara Casinos spokesman Greg
Medulun said the city’s two casinos
remain committed to the event. There
has been a $50,000 investment every
year since Casino Niagara opened 19
years ago.

“We've seen it grow from a small civic
festival feel to a national broadcast,” he
said. “Niagara Falls can count on our
commitment to supporting what mat-
ters to tourists and locals alike.”

phnawdsmediaca

When the electricity fails...

How will you be AFFECTED?
Custom Designed Stand-by Power

Installations to Suit Your Needs

Cornell Feenstra Electric Ltd.
All Types of Electrical Installation

Pole Line Installation & Aerial

Bucket Truck Service

Call: 905-899-2373 + Fax: 905-899-2383

Get Involved in Niagara’s Future: Attend a Public Information Centre

In the next 25 years, Niagara is expected to grow, bringing a possible 168.000 new residents and
80,000 new jobs to the region.

Niagara Region is making sure we're prepared for this growth through three projects that will
help us plan where and how that growth will occur, and how it will be accommodated.

HOW WE GROW:

The Municipal Comprehensive Review will look at the land we have available across
Niagara, and will ensure we have enough to sustain our expected growth to the year
2041. le will also examine how that land is distributed throughout Niagara.

HOW WE FLOW:

The Water and Wastewater Master Servicing Plan will ensure Niagara has the
infrastructure to provide critical water and wastewater services to our growing
region in a sustainable and financially responsible way.

HOW WE GO:
a The Transportation Master Plan will look at how we currently travel in and around
T Niagara and how we can improve our transportation systems, including options for
walking, cycling and public transit, to better serve Niagara’s future needs.

GET INVOLVED:

Residents are invited to attend a Public Information Centre to learn how each of these projects
contribute to Niagara's overall growth plan for the next 25 years, and how you can have your
voice heard.

Nov. 17,2015 Nov. 18,2015 Nov. 19,2015

Town of Grimsby City of Port Colborne City of St. Catharines
Council Chambers Vale Health & Weliness Centre Kiwanis Aquatic Centre
160 LivingstonAve. 550 Efizabeth St. 425 Carkon St.
4-8pm. 4.8pm. 4-8p.m.

There is an opportunity at any time during this process for interested persons to bring comments
and concerns to the attention of the project managers, and to review outstanding issues. if you
have any questions or comments or wish to be added to the study mailing list, please contact us:

HOW WE GROW HOW WE FLOW HOWWE GO

Greg Bowie David Shen Loy Cheah

Planner Planning Engineer Transportation Strategic

Greg Bowie@niagararegion.ca  David Shen@niagararegion.ca  Projects Lead

905-980-6000 ext. 3375 $05-980-6000 ext. 3777 Loy.Cheah{@niagararegion.ca
905-980-6000 ext. 3482

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in meetings
or events, please let us know in advance so that arrangements can be made in a timely manner.
Special accessibility accommodations and materials in alternate formats can be by
contacting the Niagara Region's Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 905-685-4225 ext 3252 or
accessibility@niagararegion.ca.

The Transportation and Water and Wastewater studies follow the Master Plan process as outlined
in Section A2.7 of the Municipal Engineers Association (MEA) Municipal Class Environmental
Assessment (Oct 2000, as amended in 2007 and 2011). The Master Plan will be filed under
Approach #2 of the MEA Class EA Approach for Master Planning. The Master Servicing Plan will
satisfy the planning requirements for Schedule A_ A+ and select Schedule B projects and provide
the basis for future investigations of identified Schedule B and C projects.

www.pelhamnews.ca
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